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Professor Rewrites History:
Strasser Uncovers 130,000Year-Old Tools of
Earliest Known Seafarers
by Kaitlyn Monast '13
Asst. News Editor

Art History
A team of archaeologists led by assistant professor of art history,
Thomas Strasser, Ph.D., uncovered pre-historic tools on the Greek
Island of Crete. The artifacts discovered suggest that species
preceding man were able to navigate the seas earlier than once
thought.
Strasser led his team in search of Mesolithic and Paleolithic
artifacts that could be dated, particularly to early periods of pre
human species on Crete. Strasser invited a colleague from Boston
University, professor of archaeology Curtis Runnels, Ph.D. who
helped implicate a model for finding Mesolithic sites which
focused on their need for water and cave shelters. In 2008, they
officially began their search, bringing them to an area called the
Preveli Gorge.
In June 2008, after the necessary permits were received, the
team began looking in the gorge. They discovered scrapers,
cores, blades, and other tools in nine different locations.
One day, a member of the team discovered an Acheulean
hand-ax. Strasser concluded that the tools resembled
that of the Homo erectus, a pre-human species that
lived in Africa, or a variation of the species. They
were the first tool building species to leave the
continent and travel by land to Europe, China,
and other areas. This discovery showed proof
of the existence of Homo erectus on the island
of Crete.
"We knew [the Homo erectus] traveled
by land, but we did not know they could
STRASSER/ Page 6

Females Throw a Punch
by Valerie Ferdon '12
News Editor

Security
Last spring, there was an
attempted
abduction
of
a
Providence College student off of
Admiral Street. When a man tried
to pull her into a van by her wrist,
the student pounded her fist on
his hand. This numbed his hand,
causing him to let go and allowing
her to escape. The girl had learned
this tactic in a Rape Aggression
Defense (RAD) class a mere two
weeks earlier.
"She said that if she hadn't gone to
that class she would have froze," said
Sergeant David Marshall of Safety and
Security. "That one class could have
saved her."
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Marshall incorporates such RAD
techniques in the Women's Self-Defense
program at the College, which is
concluding its fourth semester this spring.
The program began as Rebecca
Bergeron '10's Gender Action project
as a part of her Women's Studies class.
Bergeron had attended one of the hour
-and-a-half-long self-defense classes
that used to be offered by the College,
but found that after a couple of weeks
she had forgotten most of the moves.
"I thought we needed something
a little longer to reinforce it," said
Bergeron. "A bunch of people, male
and female, signed the petition. I
brought it to Dean Fortunato and it
was met with some resistance at first
but we finally got funding for it after
about 10 months."
Incorporating both lectures and
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To Our Graduating Cowl Editors

Providence College's

Student-Run Newspaper Since 1935

This final issue of The Cowl leaves its staff proud of the successful
year that it has had, but pensive about the graduating seniors who
made it possible. Anyone who has enjoyed The Cowl this year has
a group of members of the Class of 2010 to thank. The composers
of The Cowl who remain in Slavin G05 would Eke to thank those
who have sat at its messy desks for the last time and are moving
on to bigger, cleaner offices.

Publisher: Rev. Brendan Murphy, O.P.
Advisor: Mr. Richard F. Kless
Editor-in-Chief: Sara Spirito '11
Editor-in-Chief, Emeritus: John Vaghi '10

If it were not for Patrick Allen and Katrina Davino, our
publication might be an error-infested, politically incorrect,
discredited compilation of sloppy writings and bad grammar.
Our graduating Head Copy Editors were the backbone of this
newspaper this year and are responsible for the integrity of every
piece of writing that has graced its pages. Jenny Arvanaghi and
Nicole Amaral quietly commanded the World and Portfolio
sections, respectively, but did not sacrifice an ounce of quality
by remaining sane amidst the madness of the rest of the office.
Maryclaire Dugre commendably managed the bitter controversy
that flowed weekly out of Commentary. The section loses its
friendliest face with the graduation of its editor and is subsequently
even more prone to readers despising it. Every female Cowler will
miss the office heartthrob, Sports Editor Dan Ollquist. Dan leaves
The Cowl a less attractive organization, and should be proud of
doing an outstanding job of giving PC its beloved sports stories
during his time on the staff. Devin Murphy uncovered and reported
the stories of this campus with exemplary objectivity. Devin was an
office favorite and will be missed by all who remain there. The Cowl
ran smoothly this year, and has Matt Longobardi to thank for it.
The departing Managing Editor somehow created order through
the extreme chaos of Slavin G05, a task only achievable by someone
as awesome as Matt.

Associate Editor-in-Chief: Nahuel Fanjul-Arguijo '11
Associate Editor-in-Chief, Emeritus: Katie Caliva '10
Managing Editor Emeritus: Matt Longobardi '10

News Editor: Valerie Ferdon '12
News Editor, Emeritus: Devin Murphy '10
Asst. News Editors: Jordan Frias '11, Kaitlyn Monast '13
World Editor: Sarah Laperriere '11
World Editor, Emeritus: Jenny Arvanaghi '10
Asst. World Editor: Arman Oganisian '13

Commentary Editor: Chris Slavin '12
Commentary Editor, Emeritus: Maryclaire Dugre '10
Arts & Entertainment Editor: Catherine Northington '12
Assitant Arts & Entertainment Editor: Sarah Dombroski '13
Portfolio Editor: Conor Leary '11
Portfolio Editor, Emeritus: Nicole Amaral '10
Asst. Portfolio Editor: Dara Plath'13

Sports Editor: John Butler '11
Sports Editor, Emeritus: Dan Ollquist '10
Asst. Sports Editor: Nick Aiken '12
Photography Editor: Dan Nieto '11
Asst. Photography Editor: Billy Nawrocki '12

Head Copy Editor: Lauren Cavalli '11
Head Copy Editors, Emeritus: Patrick Allen '10, Katrina Davino '10

Roving Editor: Brigid Quinn '11
Copy Editors: Mo Kroening '10, Kate Cunningham '10, Caroline Thibadeau '10
Ariana Tantillo '11, Natalee Ambroze '12, Kelly Dorwin '12, Libby Considine '12,
Christina Zupicich '12

Business Manager, Emeritus: Jessica Connaughton '10
Advertising Manager, Emeritus: Caitlin Duggan '10

Circulations: Chris Huber '10, Brendan Shine '10, Andy Donahue '10

CampusCalendar

Webmaster: Jeff Gahan '11
Assistant Webmaster: Meghan Conway '12

Mostly 72°
Sunny 54°

At the helm of The Cowl this year were two wonderfully
different, but nonetheless, wonderful people. Providence College
could not have had two more perfect people than John Vaghi
and Katie Caliva in charge of its student newspaper. The two are
perfect foils, but both boast a unique form of brilliance; one more
of a mad scientist, the other a scholarly professional. They made
running The Cowl look easy, which it surely is not.

The members of The Cowl who these seniors leave behind
would like to wish each of them the best of luck in everything
that they pursue in the future and assure them that if they do
as wonderfully in their future endeavors as they have on this
newspaper, they need not worry.
- The Editors

Partly 77°
Cloudy 58°

Mostly 74°
Cloudy 58°

4:00 p.m. Done

2:00 p.m. Men's

No Events Listed

With College
BBQ, Hendricken

Lacrosse vs.
ViIlanova,
Turf Field

4:30 p.m. Done
With Civ BBQ,
Peterson

Partly 67°
Cloudy 49°

Mostly 67°
Sunny 48°

Partly 66°
Cloudy 480

No Events Listed

12:00 p.m.

5:00 p.m.

Commencement
Tuxedo/Floral
Sales, Slavin
Ground

Cultural Open
Mic Night, Moore
Halil

Mostly 67°
Sunny 51 0

11:00 p.m.
Things For
Thursday: Make
Your Own
Sundae, Slavin
Ground

5:00 p.m.
Women's Studies
and Black Studies
Senior Dinner,
Slavin G01

Letter Policy

Accuracy Watch

The Cowl welcomes guest commentaries and letters to the editor from members of the
Providence College community and outside contributors.
All submissions must include the writer's name, signature, a phone number, and an e-mail
address where he or she can be reached. Letters should be no more than 250 words in length and
will be printed as space permits. Guest commentaries should be limited to 700 words in length,
and only one will be published per week. The Cowl reserves the right to edit articles for space
and clarity. Submissions must be delivered, mailed, or faxed to The Cowl office no later than
5:00 p.m. on the Monday before publication.
Mail submissions to The Cowl, 1 Cunningham Square, Providence, R.I. 02918; fax to
401-865-1202; submit online at www.thecowl.com; e-mail to thecowl@providence.edu ; or
hand deliver to The Cowl office in Slavin G05.

The Cowl is committed to accuracy and carefully checks every article that goes into print to
ensure that the facts are presented clearly and truthfully. Ifyou find an error in any article, please
e-mail the Editor-in-Chief at thecowl@providence.edu. Corrections will be printed as necessary.

Advertising
Contact The Cowl with advertising requests and questions at cowlads@providence.edu or, if
necessary, via telephone at 401-865-2214. Visit www.thecowl.info for rates, publication dates,
and other information about advertising with The Cowl.

Subcriptions
Subscription rate for a weekly issue by mail is $30 per year. Send payment to The Cowl,
1 Cunningham Square, Providence, R.I. 02918; make checks payable to The Cowl. Student
subscription is included in tuition fee; issues are available around campus on Thursday nights.
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60th Congress Adjourns for the Year
Student Opinion Considered When Voting on Core Curriculum Proposals
by Meghan Conway '12
News Staff

Student Congress
The 60th Student Congress met
for the last time on Tuesday. Multiple
pieces of legislation were passed, and
the 61st Student Congress executive
board took the oath of office.
The first piece of legislation
addressed
the
student body's
response
to
the
new
Core
Curriculum proposals.
"We evaluated the Faculty Senate's
proposed Core Curriculum with a
survey because we wanted to see how
the student body felt," said Megan
Bennett TO.
Based on the survey, it is evident
that many students think there are too
many hours devoted to DWC.
The survey shows that only 37

be considered as a possible pedagogy
for DWC.
Eighty one percent of students
think the Core Curriculum needs to
be smaller and most believe that the
new proposal offers more student
choice in the core.
"One of the main concerns with the
core is that 75 percent of students feel
there are too many credits devoted to
theology and philosophy," said Bennett.
"This topic is not addressed with the
proposed core, and Student Congress
believes it needs to be addressed."
Rev. Brian J. Shanley, O.P.,
president of Providence College,
has not yet signed off on the Faculty
Senate's proposed Core Curriculum,
and he will use this survey to
evaluate whether he wants to sign
off on the changes.
"It's important that we as Student
Congress support a survey that
represents the student body whether

IT IS IMPORTANT THAT WE SUPPORT A SURVEY
THAT REPRESENTS THE STUDENT BODY
percent of students wished to take
five classes their freshman year, but
with this new model, taking five
classes freshman year is optional.
There was a lot of support of the
survey and colloquia model for
classroom structures.
The survey also shows that 77
percent of students want a course
designated for cultural awareness.
Student Congress suggested that
models like Columbia University's
one year Great Books Program should

/

we as individuals support it or not,"
said Student Congress president,
Andraya Pulaski TO.
Student Congress voted in support
of the reform of the Core Curriculum.
The next piece of legislation passed
by Student Congress was specifying that
Student Congress membership should
consist solely of undergraduate students.
The group believes this loophole
in the Student Congress constitution
currently poses no threats, but could
have in the future if they did not clarify
this detail.

The next piece of legislation
passed by Student Congress was
the implementation of a Committee
on
Outreach.
This
committee
will connect Student Congress
to internal and external facets of
Providence College.
The committee will serve as a voice
and organizing body for student

think in the interest of time, because
this is our last meeting, this could
be a potential stepping stone in
the realm of student life. If we pass
legislation like this it could be an
initial push letting security know
that we're getting on them about
this. I do think this is a step in the
right direction."

LOOK AT THIS INTERESTING QUOTE THAT CAN BE
FOUND ELSEWHERE WITHIN THIS SWELL ARTICLE
events that improve connections
between Providence College students
and the neighboring community.
The next item of legislation
addressed, dealt with the issue of
increasing airport shuttle services. This
piece of legislation was issued by the
Class of 2012. Student Congress voted
to modify the airport shuttle service by
offering return trips to the college after
official breaks.
"The logistics of this will be
worked out next year in the fall
around Thanksgiving break," said
Kristen Pena '12. "Right now it's
about getting the shuttles to offer
this service."
The last piece of legislation passed
by Student Congress asks that campus
security more strictly enforce existing
on-campus parking rules.
Although many Congress members
felt this piece of legislation was too
vague, the item was passed.
"I understand the concern about
the vagueness, but we do often pass
legislation that can be considered
vague," said Elian Seidel TO. "I

The last meeting of the 60th Student
Congress concluded with the official
induction of the 61st Student Congress
executive board and a farewell speech
made by Pulaski.
"We've
achieved
our
basic
goals and gone far beyond," said
Pulaski. "Those of you who are
leaving I'm confident that you will
accomplish amazing feats and I
honestly believe that some of the
future leaders of our nation sit in
this room."

CORRECTION
It was noted in the April 15 issue that
Congress is trying to get rid of the
Committee on Planning and Steering.

It is actually the Committee on Time
and Space which is being removed.
We apologize for this mistake.
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Kick for a Cause: A Score for Liberia
by Allison O'Connor '10
News Staff
CAMPUS EVENTS

Various
students
from
the
Providence
College
community
participated in the "Kick for A Cause"
soccer tournament to benefit Liberia
on Sunday, April 25. A total of seven
teams were created to play a minimum
of three games each.
The tournament was sponsored by
the International Student Organization
(ISO), the Balfour Center, and the
Providence
College
Men's
and
Women's Soccer Teams to benefit an
initiation ran by Tinacho Chitongo '10,
president of ISO.
Last year Chitongo participated in
the Grassroot Soccer movement. This
movement promoted "Lose the Shoes"
tournaments which helped benefit
AIDS awareness. Given the success
of last year's soccer tournament,
Chitongo felt that holding another
one this year would be the perfect way
to help Project Liberia, an initiative
started at PC by Teto Moulton '11,
who was born and raised in Liberia.
"I am friends with [Moulton],
and I felt that I could help him out
by organizing a soccer tournament,"
said Chitongo.
"Teto is involved in a charitable
organization known as Brokan Sports,
which engages young Liberians in
South Providence through activities
like soccer leagues," said Chitongo.
Moulton founded Project Liberia
in order to increase involvement and
awareness of his initiatives in the Brokan
Sports movement at the College.

Moulton has collected used books
from colleges and high schools
throughout Rhode Island. These books
will be used to stock a library, affiliated
with Brokan Sports, which is based in
Monrovia, Liberia.
"The biggest issue at present is
the fact that the organization has
a lot of books in storage, but they
need help getting them to Liberia,
since shipping costs are expensive,"
said Chitongo.
The goals of Project Liberia are as
follows: to construct a public library
in the city of Monrovia, Liberia, to
construct schools in Montserrado,
Buchanan, and Tubmanburg, and to
extend involvement in the Brokan
Sports youth development programs.
"In light of developing responsible
young men and women, Brokan Sports
hopes to create the Elite Academy,
which will serve as a preparatory school
for kids with advanced intellectual and
athletic abilities," said Chitongo.
Originally, the tournament was
called the "Kick for a Cause: Barefoot
Challenge," in honor of last year's
Grassroot "Lose the Shoes" movement.
With the threat of rain, Chitongo called
for a change in plans.
"We chose not to make it barefoot
any longer, because we did not want
people playing barefoot in the rain,"
said Chitongo. "Thankfully the weather
held up and we were able to get a decent
number of people."
Participating
teams
in
the
tournament were charged five dollars
per teammate. "Kick for a Cause"
still managed to raise about $200 for
Project Liberia.

STEVE MENDELSOHN *11 /THE COWL

ABOVE: On Sunday, April 25, students participate in "Kick for a Cause” supporting Project Liberia.

DWC Debate Continues
"Students will be required to take
a cross-cultural course," Hirsch said.
"The classroom size will be cut in half,
allowing for a seminar atmosphere.
Multiculturalism
This will allow students to be better
engaged in the text and articulate
Lack of diversity in the Development their opinions on the matter easier,"
of Western Civilization program is a he said.
One argument against the current
huge problem, according to Eric Hirsch,
chair of the Sociology Department, DWC program is that there is a lost
connection amongst the four-person
Ph.D., at Providence College.
Hirsch spoke on Tuesday, April 20, teams of professors.
"I have often heard that professors
to promote the revised changes in the
have difficulties working with one
Core Curriculum.
Hirsch holds a seat in the Faculty Senate another," Hirsch said. "With only two
and has spent many hard years of work teachers and far less students, time will
trying to reform the program. He finally not be a pressing issue."
With the reduction of credits,
succeeded in reaching a compromise to
prospective students will be capable
revise this five-credit core.
of taking five classes each semester for
"When I first came to PC, there
all four years, instead of only junior
was no diversity in the curriculum,"
and senior years. The reform will
Hirsch said. "I began to protest for
open up opportunities for students to
a change, but was not supported by
experience more electives of interest.
many at all."
Hirsch, along with many other
DWC will be cut from 20 hours
advocates, will admit that negotiating
per week to 16. This change to the
curriculum will be enforced for the for the new curriculum was all but
class of 2014, and will be a permanent painless. Both faculty and students
played a crucial role in preparing,
change for years to follow.
"Much of what is taught in the organizing, and petitioning. Although
present DWC program supports not completely revised, Hirsch admits
colonialism,
focusing
more
on that progress is positive.
"It is important to understand that
imposing ideas than on other cultures
what
you do matters," Hirsch said.
of the world," Hirsch insisted. "It has
been evident for many years that a "The power is in the people. Whether
you are one or many, the power is
reform is much needed."
The revised curriculum was rightfully yours."
Although DWC has changed for the
formulated to move the focus
better,
the honors program will remain
historical chronology to major ideas
unchanged.
and themes. This program will
"The honors program still needs
allow students to study literature and
negotiation,"
Hirsch admitted. "We are
writings from not only the Western
world, but also from the Eastern world grateful for the revisions. We are making
improvements one step at a time."
as well.
by Maxwell Kravitz '12
News Staff

A positive message from Health and
Wellness
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Addressing Sexual Assault Senior Giving Surpasses 30K
by Derek Knox '11
Contributing Writer

Security

Many students would not know
where to turn if you they found
themselves the victim of a sexual
assault at Providence College. VASE,
which stands for Victims, Advocacy,
Support
and
Education,
was
introduced to PC at the beginning

I don't think he was aware of how
unfortunately useless it was. The
people in it had great intentions,
but it was not remotely helpful.
The administration with the help of
Kendra Marasco finally saw this and
eliminated the program, replacing it
with VASE."
Peer educators are not trained as
first responders or advocates, but
they are able to answer any questions
students may have and lead them to
resources. Additionally, Marasco will
return calls at any hour, and students

THE STUDENT IS EMPOWERED TO MAKE THE
CHOICE ABOUT VASE'S INVOLVEMENT
of the Fall 2009 semester to address
such circumstances.
"The purpose of VASE is to provide
advocacy and support to victims of
sexual assault and dating violence
and to provide education about these
important issues to the entire PC
community," says Kendra Marasco,
the VASE program coordinator, in a
recent interview.
Among the resources it offers is
a hotline that students can call for
information, referral, or support.
Marasco responds to the calls herself,
although students also have the option
of speaking with a male staff member
if they prefer. Marasco's personal
involvement with students extends
further than fielding phone calls.
"I, as the VASE program coordinator,
am available to meet with students
in person, if they so choose, and am
able to walk them through the process
of reporting on campus or with the
Providence
Police
Department,"
said Marasco. "I can also arrange to
accompany victims to court."
In the case of a sexual assault, if a
student reports to Residence Life or
Security first, that student will be asked
if he or she would like to have Marasco
call him or her. If the student declines,
Res. Life or Security will check back
with the student within a day or two
and ask one more time.
"The student is empowered to make
the choice about VASE's involvement,"
said Marasco.
A significant way in which VASE
builds upon Sexual Assault Response
Team (SART), the program in place at PC,
is by the introduction of peer educators.
Dora Szekely '10, one of VASE's peer
educators, shared her thoughts on SART.
"SART was great if you wanted

may contact her without having to file
a report.
Szekely conducted a survey at
PC which asked students who they
would feel the most comfortable
turning to in the case of a sexual
assault, given the options of RAs or
Hall Directors, Safety and Security,
Campus Ministry, a team of peer
responders (not yet created), Health
Center or the Personal Counseling
Center, and the peer responders
option received the clear highest
percentage of answers.
Three students, Meghan Daniel '12,
Nichole Gauthier '11, and Szekely,
recently completed the four-hour
training session to become educators,
and they held their first talk in
McVinney Hall last Sunday. A second
training session will be offered in the
fall to all who are interested.
While PC's introduction of VASE
marks a step forward in terms of the
school's sexual assault response, some
other similar sized, Catholic colleges,
like Boston College, boast more
resources and on-campus visibility
of programs. BC's Women's Resource
Center (WRC), in addition to providing
services, is an office where students
can gather on couches and read from
an extensive library.
"There are always staff members
working in the office, but they
must also be available to do crisis
counseling for any students who need
it, often for sexual assault, eating
disorders, or relationship issues,"
says Michael Wolf, a sophomore at
BC and the first male staff member at
the WRC.
"Each staff member also heads
up two or three programs that are
aimed at the whole student body,"

TEACH STAFF MEMBER HEADS UP TWO OR THREE
PROGRAMS THAT ARE AIMED AT THE STUDENT BODY
people who were not trained as first
responders, available only from the
hours of 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday
through Friday, and also have full-time
jobs to attend to within those hours,"
she said.
"I commend Father Shanley for
wanting to create a group, as there
was none before his presidency, but

said Wolf.
As of now, VASE lacks any formal
physical headquarters on campus,
but its peer educators will be holding
events to educate students on the
topics of sexual assault and domestic
violence starting next September.

by Jordan Frias '10
Asst. News Editor

Class of 2010
Kristen Beaulieu '10 and 20 other
students had been working hard to
reach their class' giving goals set by the
Office of Institutional Advancement.
They exceeded those goals. According
to Beaulieu, the co-chair of Senior Class
Giving Committee, the senior class
was asked to raise $30,000 for the fiscal
year through 50 percent participation
from all class members. As of now, the
senior class has raised $38,463 with 58
percent class participation.
"If we reached those goals, an
anonymous donor was going to donate
$10,000 to the school," Beaulieu said.
Instead of purchasing a senior gift,
the Senior Class Giving Committee
decided to invest in Alumni Lane,
a pathway of engraved bricks
for those who wish to
purchase one. This
has been a very

In terms of there being no tangible
class gift this year, members of the
senior class are very understanding.
"I think most people understand
that our campus changes a lot," said
Beaulieu. "I know that a lot of people
believe this will be more beneficial for
the College." Rather than spending
money on a class gift, seniors can now
donate to a fundraiser of their choice
to the school or a specific department
on campus.
The senior class has surpassed
records. No other class in the history
of Providence College has ever raised
more than $30,000. "hi just three years,
the program has established itself on
campus," Beaulieu said. The goal of
the senior class giving committee was
to change "the culture of giving" on
campus and to make students aware
of the benefits of giving. As Beaulieu
stated, the more donors there are in
current and future alumni pools,
the higher the rankings will
increase for the College.
Beaulieu
hopes
this will pave
the
way
for

/
successful
way to get
seniors
to
donate.
"Let's just
our class is will be
dominating
Alumni
Lane," Beaulieu stated.
Class donations in the past
have been '64 Hall from the class
of 1969 and the brick wall at the comer of
Huxley Ave. and Eaton St. donated by the
class of 2008.
The decision to not have a senior
class gift has made more seniors prone
to donating. Many of the seniors chose
to donate on Cap and Gown Day with
the $500 deposit enrollment fee they
had refunded to them on that day.
"We were able to have that face-to-face
interaction with seniors," Beaulieu stated.
Some students chose to donate their
entire deposit to various Providence
College fundraising initiatives, while
others donated a portion of their check
to the school. A total of $16,000 was
from donations collected on Cap and
Gown Day.

future
classes to
take
senior
giving more
seriously,
"I
think with the
numbers we were
able to reach this year,
we are definitely on the
road to that," she said.
Those seniors who donated
to the various funds at Providence
College were invited to attend a Senior
Send Off cocktail party hosted outside
of the President's House on Thursday,
April 29. The president of the National
Alumni Association, Mark Gasbarro
'97, and Raymond L. Sickinger,
professor of Public and Community
Service Studies, along with Rev. Brian
Shanley, O.P., Ph.D., will be making
speeches throughout the night.
"Everyone has just come through so
much and really put their hearts and
efforts in it," Beaulieu stated. Students
from the class of 2011 have been chosen
to serve as next year's co-chairs for the
class of 2011. They will have their first
meeting sometime this summer.

VASE can be contacted at (401) 865-1177
To read up on PC's resources visit
http://www.providence.edu/Student-i-Life/
Services+for+Students/SART.
For more information on the WRC at Boston
College visit http://www.bc.edu/offices/odsd/
wrc/events.html
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STRASSER: Findings Suggest Seafaring
Continued from front page
travel by water," said Strasser. "During
the ice age, the sea levels could have
made the water recede and make the
distance a little shorter, but there were
no land bridges to travel on."
With help, Strasser's team used
soil studies to date the artifacts. They
discovered that the tools could not
have been made any later than 130,000
years ago, but Strasser felt the tools
were a lot older. According to Strasser,
the quartz hand axs suggest that the
artifacts could be up to 700,000 years
old. With the tools being located in nine
different areas, there is support that the
species did not venture to the island
once, but must have had the ability
to plan continuous trips to Crete. The
findings, Strasser felt, implemented
the need to re-evaluate not only the
travel of man's preceding species, but
also their cognitive abilities.
"Basically, this showed that our
ancestors, though not as large brained,
were seafarers," he said. "The one
question that is always asked, is if
they had the cognitive ability, and
apparently they did."
Strasser and his team collected
over 2,100 stone artifacts, all of
which resembled the Archeulean tool
style of Homo erectus. Strasser feels,
however, that their work is nowhere
near done. In order to discover the
complete significance of the findings,
they must accurately date the tools.
Strasser hopes to make a Web
page that will show a 360-degree

representation of the tools. This will allow
more professionals to look at the artifacts,
without making the trip to Greece.
After receiving another permit
to begin excavating the Mesolithic
site, Strasser will be returning to
Crete in 2011. He will be exploring
the site to see what remains of the
civilization, hoping to also discover
carbon-14, which can be used to
date artifacts.
Strasser
spoke
of
student
involvement in drawing their own
representations of the tools, helping
to create the Web page, and peer
reviewing and writing for the
article in Hesperia, the journal of The
American School of Classical Studies
at Athens. Strasser also mentioned
the generosity of the school and its
support for his research.
Helping Strasser in his explorations
were
undergraduate
assistants
from Providence College, Chad
DiGregorio '08, Natalie Cooper '08,
and Hannah Johnson '10. Panayiotis
Karakanes, Ph.D., geologist, Floyd
McCoy, Ph.D., associate professor of
geology and oceanography from the
University of Hawaii, Pricilla Murray,
Boston University research fellow,
Eleni Panagopoulou, Ph.D., associate
director of the Greek Ministry of
Culture, and Karl Wegmann, Ph.D.,
assistant professor of geology from
North Carolina State University also
assisted Strasser with his project.

PHOTO SUBMITTED BY THOMAS STRASSER

ABOVE: Strasser holds the prehistoric hand ax discovered during his surface survey in June 2008.

PHOTO SUBMITTED BY THOMAS STRASSER

ABOVE: Strasser with two undergraduate assistants who accompanied him to Crete.
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DEFENSE: Course Incorporates Martial Arts
Continued from front page
hands-on experience, the females
enrolled in the 12-week course and
learn different RAD techniques.
They went on a field-trip to a
boxing ring, where they practiced
their punches and blocks with male
and female professional boxers.
Various professionals speak to the
class about pertinent safety issues,
the most recent being a lecture on
drunk driving.
"Self-defense
is
not
just
physical," said Sgt. Marshall. "Self
defense is mental also, being aware
of your surroundings."
The Spring 2010 course ended
this Wednesday. Father Shanley's
brother, Captain Paul Shanley of the
Brown University Patrol Bureau, led
a session on martial arts in '64 Hall.
The girls learned how to fall
down safely to avoid injury and
how to position themselves to kick
the predator in the stomach or the
groin. Other guests included George
Barker, formally a prison guard, and
Patrolman Larry Werchadlo Jr. of the
Providence Police Department.
During their last session, the
girls learned how to defend
themselves if someone approaches
them from behind. This involved
flipping a full-grown man down to
the ground.

Caitlin Mahler '10 was one of the
participants who flipped Werchadlo,
who weighs close to 250 pounds,
over her shoulder and to the ground.
"I was surprised when they told me
to just do it," said Mahler. "But it was
"

Students are asked to place a $30
deposit at the beginning which is
returned to them in full as long as
they maintain high attendance. This
provides incentive for them to come
every week and learn a variety of

skills throughout the semester.
There will be a Women's Self
Defense class offered next fall, and
Sgt. Marshall encourages all interested
females to sign up.

SELF-DEFENSE IS MENTAL ALSO,
BEING AWARE OF YOUR SURROUNDINGS

easier than I thought it would be. I'm
sure in a real attack situation it would
be harder, though."
She further explained the value of
taking the class.
"I know a lot more than I did
before, like how to block punches,"
said Mahler. "But they emphasized
that we are not here to learn how
to fight somebody. We are here to
learn how to defend ourselves and
get away.
This was essentially the reason
Bergeron began the program in the
first place.
"It is such essential knowledge
to have, especially in the area we
live in at PC," said Bergeron. "With
people getting attacked off-campus
at night, it is good to have some
basic knowledge."
Women's Self-Defense integrates
basic moves and techniques with
more advanced moves in order to give
students a holistic experience.
"Some of the things are very

Xs

WITH PEOPLE GETTING ATTACKED OFF-CAMPUS AT
NIGHT, IT IS GOOD TO HAVE SOME BASIC KNOWLEDGE
"A lot of people were really
excited for tonight," said Bergeron.
"When we told them they could all
flip a 250-pound man, they were all
like, 'No way!'"

basic and you should know already,
but some people do not because
they do not come from a city," said
Sgt. Marshall. "Some students are
sheltered."

SARA S PI R ITO ’111 THE COWL

ABOVE: Participants of the Women’s Self-Defense class learn how to flip a full-grown male to the
ground. Father Shanley’s brother, Captain Paul Shanley of the Brown University Patrol Bureau,
taught the women martial arts.
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Immigration Law Passed, But Will It Last?
by Sarah Laperriere '11
World Editor
UNITED STATES

Arizona Republican Governor Jan
Brewer signed the country's harshest
immigration law into effect on Friday,
April 23. Arizona's Republican-controlled
state senate passed the immigration law
requiring police officers to determine
whether any person is an illegal immigrant
based on reasonable suspicion.
According to The Washington Post, the
new law that will be put into effect 90 days
after the current legislative session will
require police officers to arrest any person
who cannot provide documentation
proving they are in the country legally.
Any person who fails to show the proper
identification will be subject to six months
in prison and a fine of $2,500.
Brewer claims that the new
immigration law will help to protect
Arizona against drug cartels and other
threats. According to The Washington
Post, Brewer stated, "It protects all of
us, every Arizona citizen and everyone
here in our state lawfully, and it does so
while ensuring that the constitutional
rights of all in Arizona remain solid."
Many opponents are planning on
legally challenging the law. According
to The Washington Post, protesters were
outside the signing of the bill carrying
signs saying "We Are Human" and
"Enough is Enough." Protesters were
also outside the state capital on Monday,
April 24, smearing refried beans on
swastikas in protest of the new law.
Challengers of the law believe it will
foster racial profiling and discrimination.
According to The Washington Post, Janet
Murguia, president of the National

COURTESY OF FLICKR

A coalition of community organizations held a protest against Arizona's new immigration law in Minneapolis, MN on Monday, April 26.

Council of La Raza said, "The passage of
[the bill] will legitimize racial profiling
in Arizona and it goes against our laws
and our values as a country."
Activists
are
planning
on
challenging the law on the basis
that the law infringes on the federal
authority's regulation of immigration
and violates constitutional rights. The
White House has yet to deny or confirm
the possibility of administrative action.
Mexican President Felipe Calderon has
confirmed that Arizona's immigration
law will greatly impact Mexico's

relations with the state; trade and
political ties will be cut off.
According to CNN, the law will
require all Arizona police officers to
undergo training on how to implement
the new law without profiling. Brewer
has stated, "This training will include
what does not constitute reasonable
suspicion that a person is not legally
present in the United States."
Prior to this law, police officers
could only check the status of a
suspected illegal immigrant if they
were suspected of another crime.

According to The Washington Post,
Alessandra Meetze, executive director
of The American Civil Liberties Union
of Arizona, said, "If you look or sound
foreign, you are going to be subjected
to never-ending requests for police to
confirm your identity and to confirm
your citizenship." The law will make it
illegal to be an immigrant in Arizona.
Not long after the law was signed,
President Obama said, "If we continue to
fail to act at a federal level, we will continue
to see misguided effects opening up around
the country," said The Washington Post.

Burqas in France: The Veil is Lifted
by Tommy Cody '13
World Staff

France
According to CNN, President Nicolas
Sarkozy emphatically spoke out
Wednesday, April 21, supporting
a proposed bill that would ban all
Muslim women from wearing face
covering Islamic veils, called a burqa,
in France.
Sarkozy, along with other French
politicians, claim that the veils are
defamatory towards woman and pose a
serious security threat. The Washington
Post quoted Sarkozy saying that the
veils "hurt the dignity of women and
are not acceptable in French society."
France is home to the largest Islamic
population in the European Union.
The Muslim population accounts
for around 10 percent of the 62 million
people that inhabit France. As a result,
France has had practice dealing with
clashes between Islamic beliefs and
French social practices.
In 2004, France controversially
outlawed all "ostentatious" religious
symbols from classrooms. This ban
raised
questions
about whether
France's strictly secular governing
beliefs have gone too far and crossed
the line into the territory of racism.
Although France has had a long
history of strict regulations on
religion, this new ban surpasses any

A veiled Muslim woman walking by the Eiffel Tower in Paris, France.

prior legislation. This is all coming at a
time of an increase in militant French
citizens who feel threatened by the
influx of immigrants from Muslim and
Arabic countries in general.
Nadine Morano, Secretary of State
for Family, is quoted by The Washington
Post as saying that the government
wants to "break this dynamic of
invasion of burqas in our country."
The French courts system and other
experts have warned Sarkozy that the

bill, banning the use of burqas, could
very likely be against the constitution.
Earlier in April, an Islamic woman
driving with a burqa was stopped and
fined because her veil did not allow
her full operation and impeded her
vision. According to The Washington
Post, the woman who was pulled over
participated in a press conference on
Friday. She was quoted stating that
the incident left her with "a feeling of
injustice." She pleaded her innocence

saying "I didn't commit any infraction.
I see just as well as you.. .I have driven
like this for nine years. I've not had
any problems."
According to The Washington Post,
some people in France see absurdity
in the claim that burqas impede vision
because they are very similar to nun's
habits, motorcycle helmets, and other
masks that drivers have to wear.
Growing tension is leading the Muslim
community to attempt to defend itself.
Some Muslim leaders have come out
and said that the Qu'ran does not
say anything about strictly enforcing
wearing of the veil.
Yet some are still outraged
because they feel attacked by the
French government's radical move
to strictly regulate their religion. The
government's act of trying to regulate
Islamic practices has become the hot
bed of contention; the issue about
the veils themselves is not that much
of a problem because so few women
actually wear them.
However, some people think that
due to the impending ban, more and
more women will begin to wear the
veils and full body cover-ups in order
to represent and support their religion
and culture.
France will have to continue to be in
constant dialogue with Islamic leaders
in order to work out the fundamental
issues of regulation and to prevent any
more problems with France's tolerance
towards Muslims.
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Greece Requests Emergency Aid
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First Full Face Transplant

by Mackenzie Mango '10
World Staff

by Molly Driessen '12
World Staff

Greece

Spain

According to The Washington Post,
the Prime Minister of Greece, George
Papandreou formally requested about
$53 billion in financial aid from the
European Union and the International
Monetary Fund. Papandreou, in a
letter to the European Central Bank,
"asked for an emergency aid package
for his debt-stricken country."
According to CNN, European
finance leaders have pledged that
Greece could receive nearly $40 billion
at a 5 percent interest rate. The IMF is
prepared to lend Greece more than $13
billion as well.
According to CNN, Papandreou's
request came a day after Eurostat, the
EU's statistical authority, which said
Greece's 2009 budget deficit was almost
$43 billion. The deficit is equal to 13.6
percent of the country's gross domestic
product, trumping the claims of Greek
officials that it was 12.7 percent.
The market situation "threatens to
deconstruct, not only the sacrifices
of the Greek people, but also the
smooth course of the economy itself,"
Papandreou stated as he announced
his decision to call for the aid. He
maintains that he "inherited a ship
that was ready to sink," referring to
the way the previous administration
left the Greek economy, according to
The Associated Press.
The Greek bond market is likely
to remain volatile for some time, as
Greece goes through the "long and
painful process" of getting its fiscal
house in order, said CNN.
While the aid package has enough
money to keep Greece from defaulting

On Saturday, March 20, a group of
30 Spanish doctors in Barcelona took
22 hours to conduct the first full-face
transplant in the world. While the
operation took place over a month
ago, details of the operation were
just released this week. The patient's
recovery has been acutely recorded
as the patient's face begins to take a
new form. Five years ago, the male
patient was severely wounded in
a shooting accident that left him
incapable of breathing, swallowing,
or talking. Prior to this breakthrough,
the patient had undergone nine other
failed operations.
Before this operation, the possibility
of partial face transplants already
existed; 10 transplants have already
been done around the world. The first
partial face transplant was in 2005 to a
French woman who had severe injuries
from a dog attack. In her operation
she received a new nose, chin, and
lips. The main difference between the
partial and full-face transplants is the
extent to which bone is transplanted.
The new facial transplants came
from the tissue of a donor, according
to The London Times. In this operation,
a donor's facial skin, muscles, nose,
cheekbones, teeth, and jawbone were
all used. Then, metal plates were
further inserted into the new structure.
Finally, the doctors finished by
connecting the donor's nerves, blood
vessels, and skin to the patient's.
To ensure the success of the
transplant, the patient must continue
to take anti-rejection medication for
the rest of his life.
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Prime Minister of Greece, George Papandreou.

on its massive debts for the time being,
Athens faces years of painful cutbacks,
and its long-term finances are still
being questioned.
EU spokesman Amadeu Altafaj
Tardio said now that Greece has put
forward a request for EU financing, the
finance ministers of the 16 Eurogroup
nations will likely meet "in a matter of
days," instead of the 2-3 weeks initially
estimated, reported CNN.
According to The Associated Press,
Papandreou said, "Our partners will
assist us, immediately and decisively,
in order to give Greece the safe haven
that will allow us to rebuild our ship
with sturdy and reliable materials, as
well as sending a strong message to the
markets that the EU is not playing and
is protecting our common interests
and our common currency."

Many scientists deem this operation
a success for science, but controversy
has occurred over the ethics regarding
such an operation. According BBC, the
UK Facial Transplantation Research
Team had obtained ethical permission
to carry out this full-face transplant.
According to BBC, the spokesperson
for this research team said, "It once
again shows how facial transplantation
can help a small number of people who
are the most severely facially injured
and for whom reconstructive surgery
cannot and has not worked."
The patient's face looks neither like
his old face nor the donor's face. The
head of the team of surgeons, Joan Pere
Barret, told The London Times, "It is a
full-face transplant, restoring all the
bones and no grafts. He has the face of
a completely new human being."
Since the operation, the patient has
looked in a mirror and, according to
Spain's El Mundo, he is satisfied with
the outcome of the procedure. His
current scars on his face will go away
with time.
According to The London Times, Dr.
Barret said, "He asked to see his face
on day seven after the surgery and he
was very pleased and satisfied. From
our point of view, he looks fantastic.
He is the best facial transplant ever."
The patient will remain at the Royal
Free Hospital in Britain for the next
four months as he recovers.
A doctor from the team also
drew attention to the donor's family.
According to The London Times the
doctor said, "We must also remember
the family of the donor who, we
understand, has helped not only the
facial transplantation patient, but
others, with various forms of organ
donations. To help others, not only to
live but to have a good life, is a supreme
act of human generosity."

Deadly Bombings Prove Devastating
by Kevin Cassidy '11
World Staff

Iraq
A series of car bombs exploded
outside Shiite mosques in Baghdad
on Friday, April 23, killing at least 61
people and wounding more than 100,
according to The Washington Post. Cleric
Moqtada al-Sadr ordered his militia to
protect the worshippers hours after the
blasts started. The 10 blasts occured
in Sadr City, which is named after the
cleric's father.
Thousands of worshippers joined
outdoors in the capital for Friday's
midday prayers. Residents began
throwing bricks at the Iraqi forces that
arrived in the area minutes after the
blasts. The soldiers opened fire on the
residents, killing some and injuring
many more.
In Sadr City, at least 39 people were
killed in two blasts. Three other blasts
occurred outside mosques in Hurriyah,
Ameen, and Zafraniya, which are also
Sadr strongholds. At least 19 people
were killed in those blasts, Iraqi police
officials said.
United States and Iraqi forces
have had a long history with Sadr's
Mahdi Army since 2004. The army
has been very quiet since 2008,
when it negotiated a truce with the
government. The U.S. government
believes the new clashes might be
starting because of the contentious
political negotiations surrounding
the formation of a new government.
The army seems to have laid down
its weapons for a short period of
time, but plan to rejoin the fight if
need be.

The Sadrist movement is strongly
opposed to the presence of U.S. forces in
Iraq. According to The Washington Post,
"There is an invitation from Moqtada
Sadr to members of the Mahdi Army to
cooperate with security forces," Hazim
al-Aaraji, a leader in the movement, said.
He went on to say "This is in order to
provide protection for the worshippers."
Sadr has enormous influence in
Shiite communities because many
Shiites believe they have been
abandoned by their government. At
the March 7 elections, the Sadr party
won 40 seats in the parliamentary
elections and will have an influential
role in the election of the next prime
minister, said The Washington Post.
Over the years there have been
attacks on various religious sites that
have undermined the credibility of the
Shiite government. Despite the sudden
bloodshed, Ali al-Moussawi, a media
adviser to Prime Minister Nouri alMaliki, said the government would not
tolerate the return of militias.
His statement, according to The
Washington Post said, "We do not admit
any side carrying weapons or working
outside the framework of the state.
Providing security is the responsibility
of the Iraqi government only."
The media advisor believes alQaeda is responsible for the attacks on
Friday since they could be in response
to the killing of the organization's
top two leaders in northern Iraq last
weekend. A U.S. counterterrorism
official claimed intelligence agencies
learned that al-Qaeda was indeed
spearheading the strikes on Friday
because they were shaken by the
killing of the group's leaders.
According to The Washington Post,
"There are strong indications that
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U.S. soldier comforts children after bombing.

AQI terrorists are deeply concerned
about the recent loss of some of their
top figures," the official said. "At
the same time, AQI members retain
the capability to do bad things, even
when their morale seems low. They
can still mount deadly attacks, even
with weapons that aren't particularly
sophisticated."
The attacks that occurred on Friday
show the ability of al-Qaeda to carry out
attacks, despite losing their top two leaders.

Another attack occurred in the town
of Khaldiyah, in Anbar province, west
of the capital, with six explosions. Iraqi
officials said at least nine people were
killed in those blasts.
U.S. forces gained knowledge of
the bombings when they killed the
top two al-Qaeda leaders last week
from intelligence they had received.
The intelligence reports stated that
attacks would be carried out on Shiite
mosques and bridges.
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Goldman Sacked With Fraud Charge
by Victoria Ngare '12
World Staff

United States
On Friday, April 16, the Securities
and Exchange Commission filed civil
fraud charges against Goldman Sachs,
a global investment banking and
securities firm.
Although the SEC only brought
charges against Goldman Sachs,
another company, Paulson & Co., a
hedge fund, also played a major role.
As reported by The Wall Street
Journal, the situation really began
to unfold in 2007 when Paulson &
Co. paid Goldman Sachs $15 million
to structure and market a security
called ABACUS 2007-AC1. This is a
complex type of investment known
as a "synthetic collateralized debt
obligation" (synthetic CDO). The income
for synthetic CDO comes from a group
of corporate sponsors that have pooled
their monies.
This specific CDO was based
on subprime residential mortgage
securities in which no bonds had to
actually be purchased. As described
by The Wall Street Journal, "The sponsor
divvies up the synthetic CDO in slices
that represent varying exposures
to the risk of losses if any of the
bonds default. Then the sponsor sells
investors the various pieces, according
to their tolerance for risk and appetite
for higher returns."
The U.S. Senate Subcommittee
said it had documented proof of
Goldman's activities in the form of
e-mails between executives within
the company. In defense, Goldman
Sachs' spokesperson Lucas van Praag
stated that Goldman Sachs lost out
pretty significantly as well because of
the declining housing market. He also
pointed out the fact that the Senate
Subcommittee was referring to maybe

Lloyd Blankfein, President and CEO of Goldman Sachs, testifying before the Senate Subcommittee.

four e-mails out of over 20 million
pages of documents turned in by
Goldman Sachs.
MarketWatch, a company based
in San Francisco, reported the stock
market has taken a 17 percent hit since
the SEC announced the fraud charges,
whereas Goldman Sachs shares have
diminished by 3.1 percent to $152.39 as
of Monday, April 26.
This case also has political
implications. Late last year, the U.S.
House of Representatives passed a
package of financial reform proposals
and the Senate voted on Monday, April
26, whether to work on a proposal
about sweeping reforms of its own.
But the Senate Democrats failed to
garner the 60 votes necessary to open
the debate.
The Obama administration has called
for sweeping reform in the financial sector

and tighter controls. Mid-term elections
for many senators and representatives
are right around the corner.
In a Reuters article, Citadel CEO
Kenneth Griffin pointed out that
Democrats are rallying around this
case in-order to pass regulatory
reform. Griffin said, "We should be
beyond using one transaction gone
awry to justify how we regulate
companies that employ collectively
600,000 to 700,000 people."
Although Griffin sees this as
a political playing card for the
Democrats, he goes on to imply that
he has faith that the SEC will allow
the courts to judge Goldman Sachs'
actions. For Griffin, this action does
not signify the end of his company's
relationship with Goldman Sachs.
According to BBC, Goldman Sachs'
chief executive Lloyd Blankfein

argued, "If our clients believe [the
charges] we don't deserve their trust,
[and] we cannot survive." He also
emphasized that Goldman Sachs lost
$1.2 billion in the housing mortgage
market in 2007. On the other hand,
the government alleges that Goldman
Sachs actually made billions of dollars
selling toxic assets to its clients.
On Tuesday, April 27, executives
from Goldman Sachs were brought
in front of the Senate Permanent
Subcommittee on Investigations. Fabrice
Tourre, a London -based executive of
Goldman Sachs and the only person
to be charged in this case, declared
in a pre-released statement, "I deny
categorically the SEC's allegations. And
I will defend myself in court against
this false claim."
According to Reuters, Senator Levin
accused Goldman Sachs of "wreaking
havoc" on the economy; he also called
into question the "entire system on
Wall Street". Senator Susan Collins,
a Republican from Maine, lambasted
Goldman Sachs for profiting as millions
of Americans lost their homes and jobs.
The legality of what Goldman
Sachs did is not in question; it is the
ethical nature of their action that is
being scrutinized. Junior economics
major Scott Schere had this to say
about the case: "What they did was
legal, but they should [bear some
consequences]. They were betting
against a bad asset. It's a moral
and ethical decision made by the
company and management. Despite
the company doing well, the stock
market tanked (once the people found
out about it) because of [Goldman
Sachs]. I think it will ruin their
reputation in the future. It's a battle
between morals and money when it
comes down to it."
Ultimately, the courts, not the
Senate, will make a final decision
on whether any action will be taken
against Goldman Sachs.

Carl Milton Levin is a
Democratic United States
Senator for the State of
Michigan.
by Arman Oganisian '13

During the hearing with
former Goldman Sachs
CEO, Daniel Sparks, Levin
accused Sparks of fraud
and misuse of government
funds. According to
C-SPAN, Levin asked,"You
got no regrets? You ought
to have plenty of regrets...I
don’t think that you're
willing to acknowledge it.
That's why we've got to do
some regulation."

...and what did they do? They
made lemonade with some big
old Goldman Sachs Lemons.
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Patient: All PC Students
Diagnosis: ImissPCitis

Diagnosing the Sans PC Summertime Sickness
by Kerry Vaughan '12
Commentary Staff

CAMPUS
Finals week here at Providence College is
always a little bittersweet. While we prepare to
say hello to summer and goodbye to classes,
we also say hello to final exams and prepare
to part with the one-of-a-kind lifestyle of a
college student, some of us for good. It is hard
to reacquaint yourself with reality after living
inside the bubble that is Providence College
for nearly eight months. In a single car ride, we
suddenly reunite with our former lives. Classes
with unreasonable professors become summer
jobs with unreasonable bosses, Friarbucks
become hard earned cash, crazy friends become
even crazier family members, messy dorm rooms
become tidy bedrooms, and Ray food becomes
real food. So, I warn you to prepare yourself for
the culture shock that summer is about to unleash
upon you, because I can almost guarantee that at
some point over the summer you will succumb to
the dreaded, antibiotic-resistant, ImissPCitis.
In some of the worst cases of ImissPCitis,
patients report the onset of symptoms as early
as 20 minutes into the car ride home. The most
severe of these symptoms include memory loss,
blurred vision, increased appetite, and the desire
to jump out of the moving car, dodge traffic on
1-95, and run back to Providence. It seems as
though these early signs of illness begin to surface
once students come to the shocking realization

that their trip home is one way and will not be
followed up by a trip back to Friartown anytime
soon. But the true catalyst behind these symptoms
is by and large the direct result of the now-close
proximity of PC student to parent. No longer are
you a phone call away from your embarrassing
family, but better yet you are trapped in a car with
Bruce Springsteen blaring from the speakers, as
your tone-deaf father attempts to sing along to
the painfully seven-minute-long "Rosalita." It
is times like these when you feel as if you were
"Born to Run"—away.
Some additional symptoms of ImissPCitis
include: delirium accompanied by rapid weight
gain, thanks largely in part to the availability
of something that is difficult to find on the PC
campus: real food. Most victims of early-onset
ImissPCitis, report severe hallucinations upon
entering the kitchen. These hallucinations can
cause patients to have full-fledged conversations
with kitchen countertops and/or other large
appliances, under the delusion that Dot, Ann,
and Fran are attempting to swipe their PC ID
cards. But what's more is what follows, as the
opportunity to eat real food that Sodexho has
not effectively mutilated often lends itself to
some excess poundage. (Just in time for beach
season!) The transition from Ray's Classics to
Mom's homemade lasagna can be rough, but
becomes more and more manageable over time.
Unfortunately, there is no definitive cure for
ImissPCitis. But rest assured, researchers are
hard at work looking for a set treatment for
this vicious malady. Some treatments said to
have improved the quality of life for patients

Signature: Kerry Vaughan '12

include: marathon Skype sessions with your
fellow PC buds, unnecessary trips to the city of
Providence, wearing at least one article of Friar
attire every day, and eating large quantities of
buffalo chicken wraps and pretending they
are from Slavin. Some have even reported that
reading their beloved DWC reader just before
bed is the perfect way to ensure sweet dreams.
So, if you or a loved one is suffering from this
dreadful disease, talk to your doctor about
potential treatments that will help you get
through your PC-free summer.

The Annoying and Unnecessary In Common Speech
by Chris Slavin '12
Commentary Editor

CULTURE
Now that I am an Accounting
man, I no longer have to obey the
laws of the English language. This
exemption, however, does not
prevent me from noticing some
common flaws in some peoples'
everyday speech. Some of these
flaws make me want to rip my hair
out. Here are a few of them.
"Literally"
People are beginning to use
the word "literally" way too
often. "Literally" is meant to be
used in the rare case that the
literal interpretation of a usually
figurative
phrase
is
relevant,
not as a substitute for "really"
or "actually." For example, it is
acceptable to say that my friend
and I are literally in the same boat if
we are paddling a rowboat together
across a lake. A lot of people
incorrectly use the word when
they use it for emphasis. Phrases
like "That was literally the funniest
thing I have ever seen," or "I literally
had no idea I had homework last
night," are all too common. This
is not the way the word is meant

to be used. It is tempting to say
"literally" when you are trying to
emphasize something, but there
are other techniques for creating
emphasis. Instead of incorrectly
using "literally," everyone should
just do what I do when I want to
get whoever I am talking to to
understand the severity of what
I am saying: Get right up in the
person's face, grab their head with
both hands, and speak three times
as loudly as you normally would.

happened? Changed your mind?
Then why is your hand raised?" I
would also burn the paper of any
student that I caught cheating in
front of their eyes, so maybe my
methods are not exactly politically
correct, but saying "I was just going
to say that..." before giving a point
is useless. If your hand is raised,
you were not going to say it, you
are saying it. "I was just going to
say that..." only dilutes whatever
follows it. The next time you have

IF RAISED,
YOUR HAND
IS
YOU WERE
NOT

GOING TO SAY IT, YOU ARE SAYING IT
It is much more effective and does
not break any grammatical laws, or
constitutional laws, I think.
"I was just going to say that..."
A lot of my classes are discussion
based. When a classmate wishes to
make a point, I hear this unnecessary
preamble way too often. "I was just
going to say that..." followed by
whatever insight this person had
on the subject. If I were a teacher
and one of my students began his
point this way, I would cut him off
after this unnecessary intro and
ask him why he isn't going to say it
anymore. "You were going to say it?
Not going to say it anymore? What

the urge to begin a comment like
this, ditch the unneeded beginning
and start with the first word of your
point. This will only enhance the
strength of what you are saying.
"I'm not gonna lie."
I think Will Ferrell is responsible
for this one. Just like "I was just
going to say that..." a lot of people
begin their statements by saying
"I'm not gonna lie." Now, there
are instances when saying this
is acceptable: Namely, when you
are about to say a comment that
would be rational to lie about, or
that other people would probably
lie about. For example, it would be

okay for a 25-year-old man to say
something like. "I'm not gonna lie,
I really like High School Musical."
Most 25-year-old men, if they like
High School Musical, would indeed
lie about this. Maybe this person
should have lied about that, but he
said he was not going to, so good
for him. Honest Abe would be
proud. An example of a poor use
of the phrase is something like
"I'm not gonna lie, I really have to
go to the bathroom." Why would
you lie about having to go to the
bathroom? Of course you aren't
going to lie about that. I would not
expect someone to lie about having
to go to the bathroom like I would
expect a grown man to lie about his
love for Zac Efron.
So, in conclusion, I was just going
to say that I literally appreciate
you reading my rant on common
linguistic flaws, I'm not gonna lie.
By the time this goes to print, the
copy editors will have probably
pointed out plenty of mistakes that
I originally made in this article,
making it invalid and making me
a hypocrite. I lied about being
exempt from the laws of the English
language. I too am constricted by
its chains, figuratively.
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Macasaquit Gets Last Word
In Gay Marriage Feud
by Jayo Miko Macasaquit 'll to marry. America has only partially
done so, and in only a select few
Commentary Staff
states. Evidence for negative impacts
that same-sex marriage has on society
SOCIETY
has been heavily refuted, and some
studies even suggest an improvement
Friends, it seems that each new in the institution of marriage in terms
issue of The Cowl is the Gay Issue. of lessening the divorce rate and
Lately, ever since I "Out[ed] the Gay increasing marital satisfaction. Entire
Agenda," the Commentary section has countries grant same-sex marriages, an
been bombarded with the issue of gay ultimate act of compassion in the world
rights. We should look at this flood of of gay rights. This is arguably far better
responses as a sign of the times. Gay a treatment of homosexuals than what
rights is today's issue, and in light our country has achieved.
Concerning the issue of family, we
of its continuing debate, it is only
appropriate that we ourselves address can turn to science. I argue that what
it. Reading Mark Scirocco's two articles Scirocco mistakes for "imitation" is
on the rights of homosexuals, one in a natural inclination to raise a child.
response to my satirical article, the First and foremost, science proves
other in response to others' responses that children of parents who are of the
to his response to my satirical article, it same sex do not suffer any negative
has become apparent that this issue is effects from such arrangements. In
fact, children of parents of the same
far from being resolved.
I will start my commentary by sex are, in the long run, found to be
making one point completely clear: better adjusted in some cases, and even
Despite my best efforts to make my more tolerant and accepting of others.
satirical piece ridiculous enough to be I sincerely doubt that same-sex parents
considered satire, I have been made do not spend their days attempting to
aware of people reacting negatively imitate a nuclear model, in the same
towards it thinking that the satire of way that different-sex parents don't
conservative views reflected my own imitate the family dynamics of other
opinions. They do not. I am a firm families. The fact of the matter is,
supporter of the rights of homosexuals all families differ, and to imitate the
and particularly am in full support of "nuclear model" is futile, as it doesn't
Marriage Equality Rhode Island.
exist in reality.
Concerning polygamy, we can also
Let's begin with the
basics.
Biologically speaking, there is a list talk on scientific terms. Biologically,
of about 1500 species that have been humans are monogamous. The fact that
found to exhibit homosexual behavior. humans get jealous in relationships,
Not only does this contribute to the when one party prefers the exclusive
biological nature of homosexuality, company of another, exhibits this
but it aides in refuting any claims that monogamous tendency. Additionally,
homosexuality is a choice. Concerning civil liberties cease to be a right when
humans, biological differences that others are harmed. If polygamy
have been found between homosexuals allowed one to treat each party
and heterosexuals of the same gender entirely the same, then no one would
indicate once again that the claim be harmed. However, this situation is
that homosexuality is "unnatural" completely impossible. Advocating
is baseless. In the same way that the for polygamous marriage indirectly
majority,
heterosexual individuals, supports the harm of at least one party.
do not choose to be attracted to the Because polygamous relationships
opposite sex, neither do homosexuals result in a volatile atmosphere, it
choose to be attracted to the same sex. becomes more difficult to create a
I'd like to reiterate my point from my healthy, family environment. However,
first article that choosing to be gay is homosexual relationships have been
like choosing a life of overt prejudice, proven beneficial for both parties,
marginalization, and discrimination.
and children raised by homosexual
Secondly,
an
argument
that couples are not negatively affected.
Scirocco adamantly clings to in both In the end, the institutional uniting
of his articles concerns America's of same-sex couples does no harm to
apparent superiority in the treatment anyone. If you bring in infringement of
of homosexuals.
Particularly,
he religious freedom, I could easily create
challenged me in his first article to a religion in which same-sex marriages
"point to a culture which treats gays are mandated, and thus my religious
with more respect than America does." freedoms would also be infringed
The fact that the rights of homosexuals upon by the lack of same-sex marriage
are being placed to a vote, states a civil right.
The fact of the matter is, marriage
Scirocco in his second article, deems
America the best possible environment has never been a static institution.
for homosexuals. While I often agree Opponents of the marriage equality
with arguments in which the quibbles movement argue that denying sameof Americans pale in comparison to sex couples to marry is a direct defense
injustices of the rest of the world, the of marriage as an institution. Marriage,
attitude that "at least your life is not in however, has changed drastically
danger" does not lessen discrimination. through its history. Opponents of
Scirocco's argument can be summarized marriage equality must therefore look
as such: "Homosexuals should not closer at what exactly they are even
complain about the discrimination they trying to defend, before they vote on
face in America. At least they're not the rights of a minority. Scirocco's
being tortured. They should be content argument fails in the fact that, though
with merely not having the right to reproduction is involved in one
marry. The injustices homosexuals definition of marriage, it is not found
face in other countries trumps theirs." in others. For some, marriage is for the
I would reply, however, by stating the purpose of uniting two individuals who
fact that many other countries, such are in love, and I firmly believe that love
as Canada, Iceland, and Sweden, have should be the root motivation for any
granted same-sex couples the right couple to marry.

"Even in Death, Mitch Was a Lady's Man"
ISA ALI AND JOE MCMENAMIN '10/THECOWL

Faith

MATTERS
My heart goes out to you. It
really does. I see how much stress
all of you students are under. I walk
across campus and can see it on your
faces. I stroll through Slavin and
see groups of you furiously flipping
through books and notes, trying to
finish papers, prepare for exams,
and complete group projects. The
work that these days require can
completely consume us.
By this time of the semester, all of
us - students, faculty, and staff - are
starting to run out of gas. Trying to
rally myself for the final push, I've been
calling to mind a favorite quotation
spoken by President Calvin Coolidge:
"Press on! Nothing in the world can
take the place of perseverance. Talent
will not; nothing is more common than
unsuccessful men with talent. Genius
will not; unrewarded genius is almost a
proverb. Education will not; the world
is full of educated derelicts." Forgetting
for a moment that "educated derelicts"
describes every class reunion that I've
ever attended, I want to reflect for a
moment on perseverance and prayer.
Perseverance is a special virtue that
helps us to endure life's challenges. It's
not an end in itself, but helps us to hang
in there and accomplish those things
that are required of us. In the context
of the end of the semester, the virtue
of perseverance allows us to hang in
there with our studies. It keeps us from
getting discouraged and giving up. To
that end, we do whatever we can to
psych ourselves up - grab a Monster
Energy Drink, take a brisk lap around
the library, listen to motivational music
(I recommend anything from the Rocky
IV soundtrack) - and get down to
business.
One of the temptations that
accompany our best efforts to
persevere is to think that we've got
to do it by ourselves. Like Coolidge
says, "Press on!" No one can persevere
for you; each person has to press on
for himself. Or so it would seem. The
truth is that in order to persevere,

by Fr. James Cuddy, O.P.
Contributing Writer

we're in some sense reliant upon God.
The goal of fulfilling our individual
dreams and living lives of greatness
is simply beyond our unaided efforts.
So too is the more proximate goal: the
successful completion of the semester.
We need God's grace.
So how do we go about getting it?
The answer isn't particularly difficult
or theologically sophisticated: We ask
for it. We ask God to help us hang in
there during these stressful days. Make
time at the beginning of your study
sessions to say a quick prayer. Ask for
divine light to help scatter the darkness
of your mind. Beg God to guide the
beginning of your work, direct its
progress, and bring it to completion.
When you finish, say a quick prayer of
thanks for the work that you've been
able to accomplish.
It's striking that one of the best ways
to persevere in our work is to persevere
first in prayer. Isn't this exactly what
Jesus is talking about in the Sermon
on the Mount? "Ask and it will be
given to you; seek and you will find;
knock and the door will be opened to
you. For everyone who asks, receives;
and the one who seeks, finds; and to
the one who knocks, the door will be
opened." This doesn't mean asking
once, seeking for a minute and then
quitting, or giving a timid single knock
upon the door. Quite the contrary,
Jesus is saying to keep it up! St. Paul
bears witness to this when he writes:
"Pray without ceasing."
So here's the bottom line: You and
I cannot persevere - whether in the
work of the semester or the work
of living noble lives - without God.
But it's every bit as true that God
probably won't work miracles in
our souls without our own constant
efforts. We find ourselves cooperators
with God, coworkers in last days of
the semester. You can be sure that
he's there waiting for our prayers and
waiting with his grace. He's waiting
to help us to press on.
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The Doctor Will (Not)
See You Now
by Ewen Finser '12
Commentary Staff

POLITICS
Good things come to those who
wait, or so we are told. In politics,
the art of timing is vital. Public
perceptions can often matter more
than actual results. When it comes
to health care reform, the politics of
delayed gratification do not match the
political rhetoric of imminent necessity
recently espoused by health care
reform proponents in Washington. If I
remember correctly, President Obama
and Congressional Democrats recently
passed sweeping changes to the way
Americans obtain health insurance
largely on the catchphrase of "health
reform cannot wait." As President
Obama and Congressional Democrats
took their case to the American people
last summer, they used gut-wrenching
stories to get this point across. "Sally"
from Small Town, Middle America
had just lost her second job and could
no longer afford her rising health care

It is understandable to note that any
legislation signed into law will take
time to go into effect. What is difficult
to comprehend is why any politician
in their right mind would support
taxing voters for provisions that won't
go into effect until years later. 2014
provides a perfect time frame for the
critics and the opposition to define
the bill. After arduous and painful
debate, Americans want proof that the
health care bill was actually worth it.
Leaving the final judgment of health
care reform open until 2014 at the
earliest, and 2019 at the latest, provides
a dangerous window of opportunity
for Republicans. Not only does this
ensure that the deeply contentious
recent health care reform measure
is an issue for the 2010 mid-term
elections, but it also guarantees that
the 2012 election will be defined by it.
As Republicans look to regain control
of both Congress and the presidency,
they will have a solid narrative to drive
a concerted political effort, a narrative
which is clearly polarizing to many
key constituencies of voters such as

The Cowl 13

A Rare But Fair
Thank You to Ray
by Jenn DiPirro '12
Commentary Staff

It's almost cool to sit around and
make fun of how bad the food is
at Ray. You walk in everyday and
survey the land. "Okay, we have
some tofu tacos in Theme Cuisine —
no thanks. Classics has chicken
nuggets and mac'n'cheese —we'll
see. The Grill has Texas-style grilled
cheese —that's an option. But alas,
the Deli has the caprese special on
focaccia. Today is a good day."
Ray is very inconsistent though.
You either have an AMAZING
spread, or an absolute disaster and
your only resort is cereal or pizza.
On those absolute gems of days
there is always something delicious

are feeling a little guilty about the
massive quantities of Domino's
you consumed the night before,
the salad bar is always available
and has a decent spread of
options. I also get pretty excited
when there is a good soup of the
day. My personal favorite is the
broccoli cheddar. Unfortunately,
it is not available very often and
is not nearly as tasty as it was last
year...I'm not really sure what
happened. Another rare treasure
in Ray is the zucchini or corn
fritters. They do not come out
very often, and when they do,
they are somewhat hidden over
in the sides option area next to
Classics. But let me tell you, they
are delicious!
Another area where Ray has
really stepped it up this year is in

at every station. You may even
have such a difficult time deciding
that you eat more than one meal. I
will give Ray credit for one thing: it
has improved from last year. I also
love the new wall color scheme
that was done over winter break.
It has really brightened the place
up! Another area in which Ray has
shown profound improvement is
the Deli.
The Deli has introduced new
breads such as focaccia
and
flat bread. Though they are not
available
everyday,
they
are
certainly a treat. I have to give
Amanda and Co. over at the Deli
a lot of credit. At the 12:30 rush,
they serve a long line, and they
really do the best that they can.
Some people think that the Deli
crew is intimidating because they
don't take any crap, but once you
become a regular, they take good
care of you. Fresh baguettes appear
out of thin air!
Everyone at PC appreciates a
good Ray brunch. After a night out,
there is nothing better than waking
up at noon and heading over to
Ray for some scrambled eggs
and maybe pancakes or a bagel.
Sometimes, my friends and I sit at
brunch for hours and discuss the
events of the night and all the work
that we have to go back and do.
However, on those days when
the Ray food is sub-par, or you

its gluten-free and vegan meals.
There are always vegetarian meals
available, and I often find myself
intrigued and willing to try some of
the gluten-free food. And yes, you
would think these alternate meals
would be gross, but you would be
wrong. Ray has also done a great
job improving its boxed lunch
program. Flo does a great job over
there in the new and improved
boxed lunch station. Instead of
putting your meal in just a plastic
bag, Sodexho has invested in those
nifty little take-out boxes. Boxed
lunches are great for people with
busy schedules, people who might
not be able to make it to dinner that
night, or for those poor souls who
would be eating alone. We have all
been there, and nothing makes us
feel like a bigger loser at PC. Walk
on, my friend.
So, Ray cafeteria staff, I would
like to thank you on behalf of
the PC community for all of your
hard work and dedication to our
student body. Quite frankly, it is
praise that you do not often get. As
students, we must also realize that
it is not the workers' fault when
the food in Ray is terrible. Blame
Sodexho, the ultimate scapegoat.
Things seem to be improving with
the coming of each semester at
Ray, and I am looking forward to
seeing more improvements in the
fall semester.

CAMPUS

THE RECENTLY APPROVED HEALTH CARE BILL
WILL NOT GO INTO EFFECT UNTIL 2014
premiums as a single mother. "Stanly"
recently had his pension cut and was
forced to choose between paying the
rent, or paying for his life-saving
prescription drugs. So why are we still
waiting? Hasn't the bill already passed
Congress? Could it be possible that the
fierce urgency of now has turned into
the ultimate experiment in political
inexpediency?
As it turns out — in a great stroke
of political oddity — many of the
provisions of the recently approved
health care bill will not go into effect
until the year 2014. Around this time,
aspects such as providing subsidies
for families earning under $88,000
per year to purchase health insurance
begin to take effect. It is also around
this time that individuals will be
compelled by the government to
purchase health insurance, even if
they cannot afford it or do not wish
to have it. Prior to this, however, the
taxes levied to pay for the bill will
start going into effect. Some will
begin as soon as this next fiscal year.
Not until the year 2019 will the health
care proposal cover "32 million"
previously uninsured Americans. So
much for "Sally" and "Stanly." The
next nine years will be hell for them.

seniors, the middle class, and small
business owners.
While
Democrats
may
be
congratulating themselves on a "historic"
achievement, maybe they should take a
second look at the political infeasibility
of the health reform package from a
policy standpoint. Imagine this scenario:
In the next four years, health insurance
premiums continue to rise. Americans
being typical Americans, we blame the
health care bill for being ineffective, and
it swells in unpopularity, even more
than it already has. As this phenomenon
is unfolding, many Americans start to
shoulder a growing tax burden and
the negative economic effects which go
along with it. In short, Americans pay
more to the government, pay more to
the insurance company, and have the
same lousy coverage. Not to worry.
Remember the 32 uninsured Americans
who simply could not go another year
without health insurance? They won't
be "covered" until 2019. Whether or not
this health care reform will actually work
to lower costs, improve quality, and
expand coverage will remain a mystery
for quite some time. Can something
even be called delayed gratification if it
may not be all that gratifying after years
of waiting?
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Albums That
Blow Our Minds
(Add These To Your Summer Playlist)
Our criteria:
We selected albums that we thought
best exemplified a decade, were
free of flaws, defined a genre, were
revolutionary, executed a singular
concept, and influenced subsequent
albums (and other artists' endeavors).
If you think The Beatles are an obvious
omission, consider this: Make a case
for "Yellow Submarine," "Blue Jay
Way," "Wild Honey Pie," or "Octopus'
Garden" being good songs.

by Catherine Northington '12
A&E Editor

and Chris Stadolnik '10
A&E Staff

Summer Movie
Sex and the City 2 (5/27)

Iron Man 2 (5/7)

Miles Davis
1959

Groundbreaking in a number of
respects, Kind of Blue was the first
album to be completely composed
around the concept of "modally"—a
method of improvisation put forth by
George Russell in his Lydian Chromatic
Concept of Tonal Organization. Along
with implementing a radical concept
for an album (and jazz's only original
contribution to music theory), Miles
Davis employed six of the most
talented and influential musicians
in jazz to back him, including John
Coltrane, Cannonball Adderly, and Bill
Evans, a disciple of Russell.
For its influence across all media,
flawless execution, sensual beauty and
raw power, Kind of Blue should be on
your shelf or in your iTunes even if you
do not listen to jazz. -CS

The much-anticipated sequel to
2008's Iron Man, and the one movie that
every guy I know tells me I absolutely
must see. Robert Downey Jr. is back
as inventor Tony Stark, leading an allstar cast including Gwyneth Paltrow,
Don Cheadle, and Scarlett Johansson,
who comes onto the scene as the
Black Widow. Now that the world
knows that he is truly the superhero
Iron Man, Stark faces pressure from
the government, the press, and the
public to share his technology with
the military. Can he fight all of the
bad guys and come out on top? I am
willing to bet the answer is yes.

Sure to be a hit simply based on its large female fan base,
Sex and the City 2 inexplicably features the fab four gals (well,
40- and 50-somethings at this point) going on a trip to Abu
Dhabi, complete with over-the-top outfits (apparently the
recession has not affected their designer wardrobes) and—
OMG!—Carrie's ex-fiance Aiden is back! The trailer leaves us
with these hard-hitting questions: Will Carrie cheat on Big?
Will Miranda finally find a balance between her work and
family life? Will Samantha finally meet an age-appropriate
man? Will Charlotte ever stop looking so uncomfortable?
What the hell is Miley Cyrus doing here? I will probably be
there opening weekend myself, so I will let you know.
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This movie
Based on the T
and with a cast
Bradley Cooper,
Copley (you kno
9), The A-Team f
War veterans lo
with the U.S. Mi
of committing
were framed. ,
stunts and big
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on 16 and Pregn
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Robin Hood (5/14)
This sure isn't your Disney-fied
Robin Hood. I doubt that you will find
singing forest creatures dancing among,
Russell Crowe's deadly bow and arrow
shots in this anticipated Ridley Scottdirected film. Expect some gory war
montages as Robin fights in the army
of Richard Coeur de Lion against the
Norman invaders, as well as some
sexy scenes between Crowe and Cate
Blanchett, his Maid Marion.

Prince of Per
Sands of Time (5

Prince of Persia: The Sana
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Letters to Juliet (5/14)
Has anyone else seen the commercial
for this movie about 70 million times
already? Because I have. We have in
Letters to Juliet the predictable stupidity
of girl-engaged-to-a-jerk, goes to Italy,
helps an old lady, who happens to have
an attractive British grandson, to find
her long lost love, and on the way falls in
love with the Brit and lives happily ever
after. Though that did not really work
out so well for Romeo and Juliet. While
the girly girl inside of me kinda sorta
would not mind seeing
it, the fact that I have a
brain might stop me.
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Pet Sounds
The Beach Boys
1966
From start to finish, this album deli
ers not only the contagiously poppy a
thems which catapulted The Beach Boys!
to fame, but also a deeper and more pe
sonal breed of melody which captures
the soulful essence of the ever-brilliant
Brian Wilson.
Songs like "Wouldn't It Be Nice"
hook you upon the first listen, but it
is the majesty and sheer poignancy of
songs like "Don't Talk (Put Your Head
On My Shoulder)," "God Only Knows,"
and "I Know There's An Answer" that
maintain the captivating pace of this
soulful and sundry album.
The lyrical mastery presents a mov
ing chronicle of Wilson's own personal
struggles—struggles to which every
individual can relate. Pet Sounds'
universality and distinctive sound make
for an altogether riveting listen. -CN

by Alis

Who s Next
The Who
1971
Who's Next is a thrilling masterwork on
all counts. This album ushered in the '70s
on a high note of musical accomplishment,
and stands today as an astonishingly
flawless artistic endeavor by one of the
greatest rock outfits of all time.
Track after track of Townshend-penned
tunes not only deliver rhythmically, but
also with unmatched vocals and passion
throughout. Side one opens with one of
the most distinctive songs in rock history,
"Baby O'Riley," and the album's greatness
is maintained throughout. -CN

Extraordinary Machine
Fiona Apple
2005

Smile
Brian Wilson
2004
Reviewing Smile makes me smile
(Ha. Ha.) because it gives me another
reason to ramble about how freakin'
awesome Brian Wilson is. Resurrecting
an unfinished Beach Boys project (which
collapsed due to Wilson's fragile mental
state at the time of its original recording),
Wilson showcases not only his enduring
vocal talents, but his incredible
songwriting and instrumental abilities
even today. Nothing short of brilliant,
Smile is a valuable addendum to the
Brian Wilson catalog. -CN
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DeNisco '11
Staff
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Toy Story 3 (6/18)

Possibly the most anticipated movie
of my summer, merely the trailer for Toy
Story 3 made me want to cry and be a kid
again (thanks, Disney-Pixar. I thought you
were done with the waterworks after Up,
but I guess not). Andy is preparing to
go to college, and Woody, Buzz, and the
rest of the gang find themselves dumped
at a day care center. In the midst of all
this, one of the most epic romances of
our time ensues—I am talking, of course,
about Barbie and Ken. Written by Michael
Arndt, who won the Oscar for the Little
Miss Sunshine screenplay, I have big
expectations for hilarity and the classic
Disney touch with this one.

After returning from her six-year
hiatus, Apple released Extraordinary
Machine,
an
impressive
musical
achievement
by
any
standard,
demonstrating
her
incomparable
ability to blend seemingly disparate
genres of music into wonderful tunes
with a strong pop sensibility.
Apple combined baroque with
experimental music to create cagey
instrumental frameworks to layer her
beautiful bedroom voice over. It is at the
same time confrontational and wanton,
leaving you enraptured by the undeniable
beauty but scared and a bit dirty. -CS

Twilight: Eclipse
(6/30)
Yep, it is already time for another
installment of The Twilight Saga. Except
this time, you get to witness the great
Kristen Stewart's acting skills in IMAX!
Wow! Perhaps the most guy-friendly
of the series, Eclipse focuses on the battle
between an army of vampires and, well,
other vampires and werewolves. In the
midst of it all, our favorite heroine Bella
(Stewart) must choose—again—between
her vampire love Edward (Robert
Pattinson) and her werewolf BFF Jacob
(Taylor Lautner), because if New Moon
taught us anything, it is that life just is
not worth living without a supernatural
guy around to dote on you.
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Siamese Dream
The Smashing Pumpkins
1993

Nolan's latest mystery/sci-fi/thriller
ves the crazy world of the mind,
prio stars as Dom, an agent who
and enters their mind to find out
nd strategies, and then sells them to
dder. However, the mind is a volatile
g place, where people can have more
in reality, and others can be trapped,
ng Ellen Page, Joseph Gordon-Levitt,
Watanabe, Inception is sure to satisfy
ost-Dark Knight Nolan cravings.

lark Side of the Moon
Floyd

s an album so well integrated, so thoroughly
red, so multivalent, and so innovative
ne could crawl inside and be happily lost
er. Really devote yourself to listening to it
time; forget enhancing it with chemicals or
Garland films. Just press play and breathe.
aside: Richard Wright, a jazz pianist, lifted
changes from Bill Evans on Kind of Blue for
ok to Me/Breathe" and "Breathe (Reprise)."
if you are looking for a (plausible) movie
nch-up with it perfectly try The Brave Little
r-a childhood classic. IT WILL BLOW
R MIND; remember, you read it here first,
t do drugs). -CS

Weezer (The Blue Album)
Weezer
1994
Weezer caters to a stereotypically
"college" audience, which gives me
momentary pause in adding them to
our list of "legendary" music. However,
the band's epous debut album proves
to be much more than an elementary
collection of poppy tunes aimed at
commercial success.
Each track qualifies as a crowning
artistic accomplishment. Tire band
members'
respective
talents,
in
conjunction with Rivers Cuomo's
skillful songwriting and powerful
vocals, provided '90s music with that
appetizing amalgam of pop-rock-alt flair
which the decade's musical offerings
had previously lacked. -CN

PAUL - SIMON
GRACELAND

Graceland
Paul Simon
1986

Graceland is a magical melange of
music from mbaqanga to folk to a
cappella to pop to zydeco; in its totality,
it escapes even the loosest definition of
genre. It's like a sunny trip around the
known world in music.
Along with bringing forth a new
age in popular world music, Graceland
brought much needed attention to
South Africa during apartheid. I'm
not suggesting that Simon did for
South Africa what Hasselhoff did for
Germany. I'm just saying he recorded a
much better album in the process. -CS

The '90s were dominated by a
series of seemingly unrelated musical
trends—and that f&%$ing "Macarena"!
But if there is one album and one band
that captured the angst that defined
the decade, and articulated it more
intelligently than any other gen-X'er
could, it was Siamese Dream by the
Smashing Pumpkins. The transitions
are seamless, the production value is
impressive, and the songs are poignant,
black-love letters that are often really
quite beautiful. -CS
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A Fireside Chat With Andy Shea
A PC Student Shares His Music With the World
by Neil Andrew Francisco TO
A&E Staff

There are a lot of talented musicians
out there. When it comes to performers,
however, there are a select few who can
blow us all away. Over the past two years,
Providence College has been blessed
with the opportunity to facilitate the
performances of one man in particular:
Andy Shea. I've had the privilege of
knowing Andy for two years. He has
been an inspiration both through his
music and as a friend. I had a chance
to chat with him before his graduation
from PC come May 16th. Here is what
we discussed:

NAF: Andy thanks for joining me today.
I have a few questions for you. First, who
would you say are your musical influences?
AS: I would say, musically, my influences
have been Elliot Smith, David Bazan,
and Kevin Devine, who are basically a
bunch of solo singer-songwriters who
can make a song sound full enough with
just an acoustic guitar and their voices.
Performance-wise, however, I would
definitely have to say Jason Anderson,
who I've been lucky enough to play with
twice here at Providence College. He has
the ability to get everyone participating
in the music with him.
NAF: What kind of message are you
trying to send with your music?
AS: I think it's always a mixed bag, kind of
song for song. The ultimate goal, however,
is to have people relate to and enjoy what
I'm doing. I feel like a lot of the songs I
write root themselves in experiences that
an audience can relate to, just so that
people know that there is someone else
out there who feels the same way they do.
NAF: Do you have any specific direction
that you'd like to see your music go in the
near future?

AS: I think, if the opportunity arises
with music, I would definitely take it.
But I'm very happy with just keeping
it small and doing it for myself and
whoever really wants to listen. I'd
love to start writing songs with more
messages to them and using music
as a vessel for sharing my faith with
people someday down the line. It's
tough to do that in a genuine way, but
I'm really excited to put more effort
into that style of song.
NAF: Do you have a favorite song
that you wrote, or a song that means
a lot to you?
AS: Not especially, because every
song has its own place. Every song
I write shows some growth in me.
Each one reflects who I was at the
time I wrote it. They're all little
snapshots of myself, and I've grown
up with the music.
NAF: Where do you find all the
energy to perform like you do?
AS: I think the energy and the emotion
that I put into my music is what drives
each song. They're all pretty simple,
musically speaking, but it's my hope
that the energy that I put into it gets
the crowd involved. A lot of my
energy comes from the crowd, so if
they're into it, I'm into it, and it makes
the whole performance more fun for
all of us.
NAF: You've made Dean's List, you
play on the Club Ultimate team, and
you do a capella. Where do you find
time to do all this stuff with your own
music, and more importantly, where
do you find time for Andy Shea?
AS: That's a beautiful question and I'm
not really sure what the answer is. I feel
dedicated to all the groups I am a part
of, and I do my best to give my all for
each one, but unfortunately fall short
sometimes. If there was more time in

the day, I would definitely try to be better
with all my commitments, but it's a real
juggling act to try to prioritize everything.
Each club, band, or group is a little family
to me and I hope they know that. When I
do find free time, though, it's mostly spent
playing Super Smash Brothers on Nintendo
64 with my roommates.
NAF: Any news on the Cub album?
What about upcoming shows for you
guys the next few weeks?
AS: Yes! We're really excited. The
mixing will be finished this week,
and then we have to figure out how
to get it out there for everyone to hear
it. All of Cub will be in Providence
this summer, so we're really excited
to play shows around here and in
Boston. Check it out on MySpace
[www.myspace.com/cubtheband] or
Facebook [Search "Cub"].
NAF: With Commencement just a few

weeks ahead, what does the future
hold for Andy Shea?
AS: Starting this summer, I'll be doing
the Providence Alliance for Catholic
Teaching program. I'll be taking
summer graduate courses at PC and
then teaching in Massachusetts for two
years after that. I'm really excited and a
little bit nervous to be on the other side
of the desk teaching British Literature
and grammar in five months.
NAF: Anything you want to say to the
Providence College community before
you leave?
AS: Thanks for the two wonderful years
that I've spent here. Keep supporting local
musicians because there are so many great
bands still at PC. Providence College is one
of the greatest communities I've ever been
a part of, I can't wait to come back to keep
seeing all of these great people.

Movie-Watching With a Purpose
by Jorge Lucas T2
A&E Staff

I can safely say that I have never
cried during a movie. By that, I mean
that I have frequently had to resist the
flow of tears with all the manly self
consciousness I could muster during
everything from Dead Poets Society to
Bambi. Though I might take pride in my
dry cheeks after every film, I nonetheless
almost never remain unaffected on the
inside. Call me a thin-skinned sap, but it
doesn't take much for a movie to strike
me to the core. Few could truly admit to
being absolutely stone-faced no matter
what, especially after an experience like
watching Schindler's List or Requiem for a
Dream. These could make even Kimbo
Slice wince.
Not that there's anything wrong with
that. Films wouldn't be doing their jobs
if they failed to elicit a powerful reaction.
We don't go to the movie theater to
stare at the screen indifferently as our
favorite stars fall in love, get blown
to bits, or cry their eyes out, only to
leave and comment to our friends on
how wonderfully unemotional we felt.
Without empathy for those eternally
tortured actors we would certainly
cease to be human.
Take a film series as mindless as
The Fast and the Furious. Over its fourinstallment, eight-year-long run, these
movies have never failed to attract
droves of seemingly emotionally
impervious roid-ragers. But the reason

these adrenaline-heads keep coming
back is precisely because they're
emotionally attached, whether it be to
the excitement of the car chases, the
curves of the babes, or the blooming
bromance between Vin Diesel and Paul
Walker (my money's on the latter).
So what is it that they, and anyone
who has ever watched a movie, walk
away with? How do we benefit from
going to the movies? This question
would be much easier to answer if every
release were a Veggie Tales or Michael
Moore production. But frankly, we
rarely seek out, if at all, an opportunity
to pay $40 for two straight hours of
education—hence the success of The
Fast and the Furious. Perhaps, then, the
question should be, what do we value
most in our movies?
If the most we ever get out of our
entertainment is a quickened heartbeat
and sexual arousal, then surely we
must be wasting our time and money.
Of course we all enjoy the occasional
brain-farting movie void of any
requisite intellectual participation. But
sometimes even these can stick with us
long after we've seen them. Old School
and Anchorman may warrant incessant
quoting, but it's something far more
poignant in these comedies that gamers
re-watchability. The connections that
Will Ferrell makes with his band of
companions recall in us the kinds of
friendships we experience in our own
lives. Revisiting these films is our
communion with them and their bond.

Last week I had the pleasure
of seeing, despite all my friends'
unfounded protests, the wonderful
Kick-Ass. For days the film resonated
profoundly with me beyond a
superficial level consisting of flashy
costumes, frilly effects, and a star
laden cast (Nicholas Cage, consider
yourself redeemed). In lieu of these,
I was stirred by a tale of a teenager's
resilience in the face of high school's
greatest obstacles, even if amongst
these were vigilantism, crime-fighting,
and brutal gore.
If Kick-Ass isn't a surprising
contender for inspirational movie of
the year, then I don't know what is. The

point is that we don't have to seek out
art house cinemas or refer to the list
of Best Picture Oscar winners to find
powerful and meaningful movies. But
we also shouldn't discard those few and
rare films that have something to say to
us lest we miss out on some beautiful
works of art.
If I'm going to spend two hours
and 10 bucks on a flick that I'll forget
the next day, I might as well watch TV,
surf the Internet, or take a nap instead.
For free. But if, for the same price, I
can be entertained by a movie that also
stimulates my brain and moves my
soul, then my time and the filmmaker's
were surely well spent.
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TASTE
by John Vaghi '10
Editor-in-Chief Emeritus
and Katie Caliva TO
Associate Editor-in-Chief Emeritus

NICK'S ON BROADWAY
500 Broadway, Providence, RI 02909
Atmosphere
John: I don't want to go as far as
to call Nick's a hole-in-the-wall joint
because it's far too fancy of a place. But
with seating for only around 40, the
small, cozy diner is often jammed with
people while a bustling kitchen sits
directly behind the bar, entertaining
patrons with the way it operates: so
fluidly and gracefully amidst the chaos
of a packed restaurant. Katie wants to
call it a bistro, but the contemporary
flare coupled with a delicious red and
grey aesthetic reminds me more of an
American-style brasserie.

Katie: Nick's is almost ridiculously
small; with eight seats at the bar and
probably not more than 25 at tables.
The bright red countertop and sleek
furniture lend a contemporary vibe to
the restaurant, which is underscored
by the minimal table settings. The
open kitchen reveals stainless steel and
allows patrons to experience the strict
order maintained by chef and owner,
Derek Wagner. Derek's barking and
the clanging noise of cooking replace
the musical backdrop found in most
eateries.

Food
John: Katie and I went to Nick's
for dinner and perhaps missed out on
experiencing their acclaimed breakfast
scene. I had just eaten at Julian's for
breakfast though, so I already had my
fill of Broadway Street hipster "fare
trade" for the day. Granted, Nick's is
more chic than hipster, but their menu
is chock-full of locally-grown food
that ultimately translated into one of
the most flavorful and confounding
meals I had ever had. My official menu

of
the

selection was grilled Yellow-Fin tuna
with roasted fingerling potatoes and
fennel aioli ($22) and, after senselessly
ordering the tuna cooked "regular,"
proceeded to consume the small dollop
of fish in many nervous, petite bites.
For dessert, I got something called
mascarpone ($8), which is apparently
an Italian cream cheese. It wasn't as
sweet as I had originally pegged Italian
desserts to be, but its soft, swelling
body crowned with almonds was
agreeably rich and full in flavor.
Katie: The menu at Nick's is not
extensive, but the offerings are
intricately designed and prepared with
fresh, local ingredients. The starters
on the menu included a cheese plate
comprising selections from a local
dairy ($12 to serve one / $18 to serve
two) and local baby greens, with native
goat cheese, grapefruit, hazelnuts,
and champagne vinaigrette ($8). As
tempting as the latter option sounded,
my dining companion and I skipped
the first course and ordered entrees.
My spice-roasted chicken with sauteed
vegetables, and thyme jus ($18) was
cooked perfectly. My dessert, warm
gingerbread bread pudding with
vanilla-bean ice cream ($8), was not as
flawless. The flavor was excellent, but
the texture was a little firmer than I like
for a bread pudding.
The two gentlemen next to me, who
I creepily observed for much of the
night, started with the cream of carrot,
parsnip, and potato soup with creme
fraiche ($6); moved on to herb-potato
gnocchi with pork belly, and bleu
cheese ($13); and finished off by sharing
golden pineapple sorbet with mint ($7).
It looked like a delicious progression.
Service
John: We walked into an empty
restaurant at around 6:30 and, despite
the obvious table space, the waitress
proceeded to ask me for my reservation.
Then, as if she were struggling to find
space for us, asked if we would mind
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sitting at the bar. Nevertheless, I was
thrilled to sit in full view of Derek as
he orchestrated the kitchen operations
with masterful skill. Although I was
initially disappointed not to be able to
face my lovely dinner mate, I quickly
got over it. As for the servers at Nick's:
Apparently raising your hand is not a
very effective way to get their attention.

Katie: I like to think that I am, for
the most part, a presentable young
woman, and John was also put
together when we ventured to Nick's.
Despite our best efforts, however, we
must have screamed 'poor undergrads'
when we walked in. There is no other
way to explain the less than attentive
waitress who sat us in the nearly
empty restaurant and then all but
forgot us when things began to get
busy. It took a little bit of finagling to
order a single ginger beer and there
was no mention of showing us a wine
or beer list. The chef, however, made
a point of calling goodnight to us as
we left. This courtesy, paid to all of his
patrons, intensifies the intimacy of the
tiny bistro where diners, waiters, and
kitchen staff are given precious little
privacy (in a good way).
Overall Impression
John: Impressively smart and
successfully pretentious, Nick's creates
a unique and stylish dining experience;
setting the table both figuratively with
contemporary style and literally with
delicious fare. Take your date, sit at the
bar, and small talk with Derek while he
wows you with his youthful prowess
as an established and celebrated
Providence cuisinier.

Katie: Nick's on Broadway is
a restaurant that I would highly
recommend and would love to go back
to. It is not suited for large gatherings,
but is perfect for dates. And as long
as you avoid raising your hand like
a grade school student, your server
might even take you seriously.

COURTESY OF KRISTEN CONTE

Derek Wagner, head chef and owner of Nick’s
on Broadway, mans the full-view kitchen.

Editor vs. Editor
This Week: A&E Editor Awards
A&E Staff Member of the Year
Catherine Northington
Staff Pick: Ryan Waxon '12

Her Thoughts: Ever since we hired Ryan in October '09, he
has brought his own unique flavor to our happy little A&E staff.
In fact, his fresh take on A&E is something we direly needed.
Ryan pretty much says what he believes, without concern for
those who may (and do) disagree. He makes a decent case for
himself in the process. Take this week's article—how many
people do you know who go around calling Charlie Sheen
"the man"? Not many, because I'm fairly certain Two and a Half
Men is the worst and most offensively vomit-inducing garbage
that I have ever had the displeasure of seeing on a television
screen. But Ryan does it anyway, and he does it with a passion
unrivaled by most. Ryan adds character to A&E's staff meetings.
Finally, I don't call it a night out unless I run into Ryan outside
of PC Mart at 1:00 a.m. and have rambling conversations with
him about adopting impoverished orphans.

Nahuel Fanjul-Arguijo
Staff Pick: Neil Andrew Francisco TO
His Thoughts: It has been a pleasure dealing with all
the kids on A&E. We have drama, we have fun, we have
everything. When it came down to choosing my favorite
staff member, only one name came to mind, and that is
the profound Mr. Francisco. He embodies A&E; he has
the drama, the fun, and the everything. Well, I don't
know about drama, he might not have much of that, but
if he does I am sure it is great drama. We are used to
Neil's e-mails about late articles, but when it comes to
doing his work, we know he will get it done and done
well. Neil has never disappointed us and he has been on
my list of "cool kids" for a long time (and yes, I have a
list of cool kids, and yes, you wish you were on it).
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Beer
of the "Week
by Chris Stadolnik '10
A&E Staff

Narragansett Lager
Brewery: Narragansett Brewing Co.
Style: American Adjunct Lager
ABV: 5.10%
Country of Origin: United States
Region: Rhode Island
Appearance: 'Gansett pours a pale
gold with a slight orange hue and
finishes to a light, sudsy head of
fine bubbles.

Smell: The nose is clean and
crisp, but a bit corny. The
sweetness of the malt body
obscures the hop profile,
which may be floral? It's
anybody's guess. The alcohol
note is slight but perceptible.
Taste: The taste is exactly
what you would expect of a
beer from Little Rhodey—all
the main flavors are present,
but everything is Ocean State
scale. The malt sweetness and
hop bitterness are in a good
balance. The corn taste does
come through; it's washed
away with the alcohol on the
back of the palate.

Mouthfeel: This is a light beer, The
effervescence is soft, as is the body.
'Gansett is very smooth across the palate.
Drinkability: This is a very drinkable
pub lager. But you knew that already,
didn't you? What makes this beer
special is that 'Gansett is the oldest

beer recipe brewed in Rhode Island, it
was once the official beer of the Boston
Red Sox, and largest brewery in New
England, and the inspiration for Peter
Griffin's favorite brew, Pawtucket
Patriot (which owes partial credit to
Sam Adams as well, unfortunately).
But most importantly—"If you're not
drinking Narragansett, you're not from
New England [and you clearly don't
live in Providence]."
'Gansett has done some great things
for Rhode Island's economy and local
brewing in the past few years, including
the move back to Rhode Island and
their partnership with Trinity
Brewhouse of Providence, R.I.
Their continued commitment to
bring their beer (once exclusively
brewed by contract in New York
and Connecticut) and brewing
jobs back to Rhode Island is
really inspiring, especially in
this economy. Speaking of
economy, 'Gansett is about
the best cheap beer available
on the market (unless you
steal something else), and
with the way it's looking for
us seniors, our future is a bit
brighter with the prospect
of being able to at least pick
up a good six pack for five
dollars. So grab a 'Gansett,
graduate, drink 'em up, and
stand tall!
Narragansett Lager—the
unofficial/official beer of The
Cowl beer review.

Overall Grade: B+
An open message to HR at
Narragansett Brewing Co.—I am a
native Rhode Islander, have been
brewing for several years, drink (and
believe in) your beer, and have a
desperate need for employment. I'm
not above menial labor and will work
for beer. E-mail me at cstadoln@friars.
providence.edu.

Charlie Sheen
Is the Man
(An Unpopular Opinion, Explained
by Ryan Waxon '12
A&E Staff
Charlie Sheen is a confusing man
to understand. He exists in a realm of
Hollywood that is vulnerable to media
ridicule, but has the ability to swiftly rise
above it. It is the class of celebrity that is
perpetually forgiven by the public and
gets away with things like "accidentally"
shooting fiancees in the arm (look it up—
Charlie Sheen actually shot Kelly Preston
in the arm in 1990). To get away with
something like that and live on to be a
big Hollywood star takes a certain type of
persona that is just all-around likable.
It takes a lot to be considered "the
man," and it is a character trait I have
been dissecting for most of my life.
Charlie Sheen has that extra layer of
laid-back coolness that radiates from
a small number of people. That laidback coolness comes from something I
like to call the "Fonz effect."
The "Fonz effect" is easy to
understand but very hard to pull off. To
best understand this effect, we must look
to the television series Two and Half Men,
the first show ever to make proper use
of the bowling shirt. The bowling shirt
for Charlie Sheen's character has become
the definition of cool, comparable to the
level reached by Fonzie's famous brown
leather jacket. The "Fonz effect" turns
something ordinary into a symbol unique
to that individual and carries a message
that will be synonymous with their name
until the day they die. When you see
Charlie Sheen in a bowling shirt, the first

thing you think is that thi
but at the same time, he really likes to
party. He is the type of guy that you go
golfing with and spend more time with at
the bar than at the course—a legend.
Perhaps the most notable step in
becoming "the man" is by playing
yourself in a mainstream television series.
Charlie Sheen plays Charlie Harper on
Two and HalfMen, and before that played
Charlie Crawford on Spin City. Both
characters are basically the same: They
drink excessively, sleep around, make a
lot of money, and generally do not take
life too seriously. Charlie Sheen's reallife problems play out every week in a
22-minute, joke-infused version of itself
for America to laugh at.
This reinforces Sheen's carefree attitude
and allows for all of his widely known
altercations to be more easily brushed
off by the public. While Sheen may very
well be "the man," he is certainly not allpowerful. He is at the start of a messy
divorce from Brooke Muller, stemming
from a violent dispute this past winter. It
also appears that he will be leaving his hit
sitcom Two and Half Men. But mark my
words: Sheen will return.
Charlie Sheen may be going through
some rough times right now, but that will
not stop him from continuing to be "the
man." Within three years, Sheen will
be back on television playing another
alcoholic womanizer named Charlie,
and people will once again love it.

by Neil Andrew Francisco '10
A&E Staff
Good Chinese food is hard to find.
As a young adult Asian male, I think
I can vouch for that fact. I would not
say that I am a connoisseur of Chinese
food, but I like to think that I know
some good Chinese food when I see
it—or in this case, taste it.
Keeping in mind that I am an Asian
male, a good Chinese buffet is hard to
find. Asian families frequent buffets—
I'm not making a stereotypical joke
here. Even if I were, there really is
nothing you could say about it, because
your letters to the editor would have to
be published next year, after I graduate.
Anyway, with all this in mind, the
Imperial Buffet has now re-opened.
Excuse me—it has finally opened. It
may or may not be under a different
management, but I believe it has the
same name. I remember
when I visited the school,
I thought to myself:
"Where can I go when I
really want to pig out and
eat some rice?"
I looked for the closest
Chinese buffet and found
that it was in Shaw's Plaza.
Then, when I got to campus,
the buffet shut down.
I was really sad. I have a
tradition athome. Every Thursday
night is Chinese Food Night. Since
that's impossible with my family
being back home in New York, I
go out and get Chinese food, then call
my parental units. Its like they're right
there with me. That was tough with Li Li
Wok, because it was never a pleasant taste.
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So then I tried Yun Nan Restaurant, but
then something happened with them that
forced them to close down. Now, I don't
have a clue what to do when it comes to
Chinese Food Night.
This might be the solution. Imperial
Buffet is close, it is quiet, and they
have a lot of Chinese food. I can
ask for a table in the back, call my
mother, and eat some Chinese. In true
buffet fashion, they have pretty much
everything. They have a nice, friendly
staff too. What more could you ask for
in a Chinese food restaurant?
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Phenomenon: Enter The Ripper
by Conor Leary '11
Portfolio Editor

Fiction

Sylvan was meant to spend the
rest of the dreary day looming like
a sophisticated parasite. Tailored in
his worn clothing, he stood across the
street from where officials operated
their protocols into the afternoon. The
shop behind him occasionally made
itself known through customers sidling
by his pacing form. It presented the
smell of freshly baked bread and even
greeted him with the portly figure of its
proprietor, very put off that Sylvan had
taken up pacing in front of his business.
After Sylvan had denied a free roll
baked fresh that morning by the man's wife
in exchange for his finding a nice, damp
bench to sit on as the owner suggested, the
man pounded his heavy hooves inside.
Darwin stumbled to explain as Sylvan
continued his pacing and his glaring.
He marked the target of Inspector
Frederick Abberline who paced, growled,
and howled vicious words across the
small road. He would sense Sylvan still
watched him. Sylvan waved once or
twice when Frederick shoved at one of
his assistants an abrupt order to "find
something this instant" as if they could
conjure evidence out of thin air. Sylvan
waved for that was almost entirely what
he could do. Even though Abberline
cast the darkest glares, there was no
ordinance in London that restricted him
from simply loitering near a crime scene,
as long as he stayed out of the way.
It was Darwin who inconvenienced
him and lent some support to the
fidgety inspector.
"I hope you don't mind this matter
sir." Darwin projected from his seat in
the carriage the two had grabbed at
the corner. They traveled through the
rest of Whitechapel until they reached
a familiar setting. Sylvan sighed at
the cathedral's familiarity as Darwin
removed a few coins for the drive.
The foolish man insisted on taking a
portion of his wages immediately to the
church's priest the moment Sylvan gave
him his due. It furrowed Sylvan's brow,
but Darwin had proven to be simple
and obedient. No more did Sylvan try
to object to the man's expensive faith.
"No need to come with me sir. I'll
return shortly." The man seemed to
quiver more beneath the church's
pressuring shadow.
"Give your priest my regards."
Sylvan snaked a smile over his lips. He
spied the religious icon already waiting
on the stoop of the grimy institution,
measuring the seconds with a tapping
shoe. The tiny man scampered away,
only to further drown in the blackness
of the priest's shadows. Sylvan could
only watch for so long Darwin's
praying hand grind the brim of his
bowler hat, something he removed in
the presence of the red-faced priest
pleading assertively for an increase in
Darwin's generosity. For God.
St. Aloysius Church was nestled
in a grim twilight. Sylvan's day had
gone through little light changes and
without a watch; he was forced to
observe the hands of the cathedral's
clock tower. The sixth hour of the
evening was beginning and what
plagued his mind was returning to the
scene of the woman's slaughter.Her
body would have been immediately
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removed, destroying valuable pieces
of evidence as well as the perfect
situation that allowed him to work his
magical ways in secret.
Sylvan needed to return. The
knowledge he possessed demanded
his presence be removed from the
church's shadow and placed back in
the darkened courtyard. The lady's
essence and that of her assailants could
only be conjured for a short while.
Otherwise, it would be very difficult,
even for him, to conjure them again.
Sylvan stood quietly on the curb.
He wavered slightly and touched his
cold fingers to his forehead. His days
always seemed longer when he reached
beyond the curtain of death to grab
back a spirit, if only for a short while.
He had grown used to it, but never did

training perfect every consequence.
His mind groaned, but it would never
release the imagery of the scene:
One dead lady shattering the
stability of his mind...the position
of the body... the savagery of the
wound... the ordinary responses given
by the mobile mouth of the dead...
striking him too close...
It was that image that agitated him,
more than watching the dominant
priest make Darwin tremble. He
imagined what the lady had said about
her final client. She had said nothing.
Yet, fate had twisted Abberline
suddenly into existence just before she
was to reveal him. Whatever it was
making Sylvan feel so affected, it had
been in her eyes. Before falling gray
and shut beneath his swift spell, they

had glinted with silver. A silver fear,
utter and dire.
Rats squeaking beneath the small
silence of the narrow London lane
brought Sylvan's mind quiet. It was
a passive ability he had learned some
years ago. His senses sensed obscure
things whenever they chose; a side
effect of a spell he once miscast he
supposed. Squeaking exceptionally
louder at that moment, the rodent
underlings
that
in
some
way
empowered the grim of London to
grow beckoned him. They seemed
to gnaw at his ears and brought him
away from the darkened church.
At its side was a narrow alley. It crept
back like most did, diving into realms of
filth and debauchery. It enticed Sylvan
for the shade of this alley descended
from a church's steeple and he thought
the good priest would have tried to keep
them clean. The rats squeaked incessantly
until he heard a sultry whisper:
"Let me make your wildest fantasies
come true."
Creeping with effortless silence, he
peered and searched the shadows for
the presence. A cold wind brushed
over his spine and made his rigid
form shake. He curled his fingers and
cracked the freezing joints.
The glint of silver triggered an
incitement.
Light was suddenly
brought into Sylvan's eyes. There,
standing just before him, a dark
shadow held a beautiful wench, its
arm drawn tightly over her ruby lips
and neck. She did not scream.
"What is the meaning of this?"
Sylvan demanded. He was already
concocting something in his mind,
but watched the lady of the night. He
waited for her sarcastic response, a
"get lost unless you're paying." The
shadow breathed behind her.
"Who are you?" He demanded again.
In his mind, he had already abandoned
his tame demeanor. He was detached
from society, not so detached where
his exclamations of Latin concerning
fantastical consequences would not
be heard, but detached enough. He
was gaining the perfect incantation
and beginning the casting process. He
muttered it inside his skull. He was
letting the spell ripple out to infect the
fibers of his mind before leaving his
lips. It would be something he could
perform easily, quickly. It was a spell
to detain.
Before Sylvan spoke, the shadow
chose to speak. It dropped its victim
dead to the ground.
"Who are you?" Sylvan demanded,
refusing to begin the spell. A carriage
passing sounds too near restrained him.
Sylvan waited for the shadow to
move. He did not blink. The spell
entered his mind again and his thoughts
curled over the incantation's ancient
words. The shadow blurred and when
Sylvan was forced to blink, the shadow
charged. It ran deeper into the blackness,
cackling and leaping over a moldy wall.
Before he had gone, he had
muttered something. Sylvan had
heard every syllable:
"Name's Jack. And you'll call me
Ripper soon enough."
Even the rats fell silent, out of utter
and dire fear.
This phenomonal adventure of Sylvan
Norwood, and more, will continue next
year. Keep your eyes wide open for its
return.
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Poetry
" To see the Summer Sky
Is Poetry, though never in a Book it lie True Poemsflee."
-Emily Dickinson

Crude Oil
by Blake Bergeron ’11
Portfolio Staff
Because we didn’t have any gas, we couldn’t get to where we were going. In fact, it was the minimum distance for which it was
necessary to drive, just on the cusp of the maximum distance to ride a bike. Sure we could have hopped on our bikes, drank a
little more water than usual to wash away the lactic acid and kept a handful of M&Ms in our pockets to keep our knees from
lagging, but it was never in character for us to push the limit of understanding. We’d never play Monopoly without all of the
pieces.

So instead we just sat, growing stagnant on the dry earth, nervously pulling up grass, spitting swears at the sun. One day the
ground began to grow moist. Worms began to squirm about, feeling, as if they were the nerves of the earth. Not long after that
puddles formed around our legs. I still remember the way your toes just poked up out of the water like obedient frogs. Each
day the water would grow higher. Fish began to nest around where I lay my hands, kicking smooth rubble into a pile with their
broom tails. Eventually we were covered in water. Swamp plants began to grow from the cotton of my jeans until they dissolved
to mud. Then I dissolved into mud, my smile flowing into the stems, up to the sun, my love drifting off into the water, floating
resolutely to secret dells, like pieces of driftwood. You had the good fortune of turning into a stone my dear, the water saved
you because you were without sin. As for me, well, I will sink and sink, compress, compress until I swirl with the detritus into a
rich soup that flows through the veins of the earth. And perhaps one day I will resurface, spout from the ground with the rich
blackness of volcanic glass. And from that day I will burn, dancing in the brilliance of flame, setting any and every engine into
motion. That is of course, if I have a flame.

Dream of Accra
by Bobby Bretz ’12
Portfolio Staff

City of Ants
In their pants, it’s the modern social dance,
With their masks on and flasks drawn,
They sing familiar chants with the break of dawn;
They’ll approach us as they please,
Take us where we need to be,
We’ll do the job with ease
And they can pay us in cedis,
Then Kofi and I can get a little high
On a Friday night in late July,
And the dusty sky said surprise, surprise
And the sun did rise ‘fore I closed my eyes
And my oh my, the obruni sighs,
It’s been quite some time since I lived my life...

City of Ants
In a stance, ready to march on city limits,
Ready to barge in any minute
On their unsuspecting victims,
And with 'em comes a quantum of suspicion,
Of wooden eyes and superstitions,
Of crooked cries and inhibitions,
But with ease, we’ll take these, our leaves
Into the arms of mama breeze,
She comes across the desert and she’ll carry us to sea
And provide rejuvenation in this ancient summer heat,
With the citrus sun above us and the lemon sharks beneath,
And later in the evening when I’m troubled counting sheep
I’ll think of thee, ma belle amie, and get myself some sleep.

The Crime
by Dara Plath ’13
Asst. Portfolio Editor

There is a crime in this knowledge of mine.
One which threatens to break down this foundation
that we have created:
mere reflections of a false salvation.
But I can see beyond this white picket fence,
past forced smiles and shrouded eyes,
staring back with an impression of innocence.
Listen up now for I tell no lies.

I see sunlit valleys of green and gold,
stretching far beyond the bounds of you and me.
I can feel the inner sanctum of my soul,
grasping for a world we are blind to see.
But let us make these reflections our firm reality, '
before this life of pretend truth destroys all morality,
For there lies the ripple we all like to call time and
it starts to rain.

So we will watch this foundation crumble,
because it is the only thing to do,
and from this destruction we will build anew.
There is no crime in this knowledge of mine.
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The Reason I Know How to Hide
by Danny James '11
Portfolio Staff

Fiction
Alone. Alone in the darkness of my
common room. I close my eyes and
exhale heavily in short, spastic bursts. My
tongue snaps out like a lizard's to lick my
chapped lips. I can feel my hands shaking
like an earthquake. When I open my eyes,
I extend them, observing the curves and
bumps like a landscape. These are not my
hands I want to say as they shake in front
of a keyboard. This is not me. In front of
them, a computer screen glows dimly. A
blank page is open, the cursor blinking
patiently for its first command.
Restlessness. This is the word that comes
to mind when I gently drop my trembling
hands on the keys in front of me. They wait
for a moment, cautious, trying to execute a
plan. Find words, write them down, and
make sentences. That is all writing is in its
most basic form. But my hands refuse to
do even that. They sit there dumbfounded
while my computer waits for a word-any
word. Through blurred vision, I stare at
nothing. I can feel a frustrated lump in my
throat. My mind gets impatient. How many
times have you thought about this? It says to
me. All you do is think about writing, but where
are your words now?
I wish a tear would trickle out of my eye.
The lump expands, pressing up against
my throat and choking me. Where are your
words? Suffocation. Why can't you write
anymore? Fingers curl angrily into palms.
Ask yourself-what is wrong with you?
"What is wrong with you?"
My eyes snap out of their wallowing
and become alert, focusing directly on the
computer screen. Courageous eyes, trying
to stay focused against the voice in the

dark. They pity my ears which can't escape
the voice. They can save themselves.
"You know you're thinking crazy
thoughts again?" The voice says.
"Nobody wants a fifth roommate in
a four-man apartment..." I mumble.
"You can go."
Above my head, somewhere between
the shadows and the moon, I can hear a soft
rapping. Fingernails are peeling away the
foam panels that separate my head from
pipes and the inner workings of a building.
Thousands of rashes and irritations that
cannot be ignored from within the ceiling
irritate the dweller upstairs. It’s all in your
head I try to remind myself.
"You sound like you're five, talking
yourself out of believing in monsters."
The voice is right-somehow that
soothes me. The voice, the scratchingeverything that dwells is just nothing more
than a monster from my imagination.
They don't control me. I control them. I just
have to show them they are not real, and I
do that by trying to find the first word...
"Stop," the voice commands. "Just...
stop okay? You sound like a brat who
never grew out of racecar beds and
footie pajamas."
"Does it scare you that I know I can
make you go away?" I ask, my eyes
fixated on the computer screen. If I can
just hold out for another moment to break
the voice...if I can destroy it, the words
will come like opening a floodgate...
"No, it makes you sound pathetic."
Up above, the scratches become frantican animal trapped in a dark box trying
to get out any way it can. "Are you just
going to hide? Pretend I don't exist?" I
can feel the voice breathing heavily in
my ear. It is hungry. "Isn't hiding what
brought me here?"
My throat pumps against itself as my
lungs collapse. Bits and pieces of the

ceiling crumble to the ground in agony.
"Help us!” I can hear them scream. "Jesus,
they're going to kill us!" My eyes quiver,
straying to comers of the computer
screen before jerking back to the safe
haven. My toes melt into salt just for
thinking about looking away. I can feel
it in my socks-they're brittle and acidic,
melting away the flesh that's still there.
"You live your life hiding in plain
sight," the voice continues. "You keep your
suffering and depression away from the
people who care about you because you
know they'll stop caring once they learn
the real you. You keep your demons in the
ceiling, away from curiously suspicious
eyes. Those very things you hide up there
blanket your depression, and you know
that even though it's wrong, you hide that
from your friends too. You've become
nothing but a shell of flesh and blood to

them and they don't know it because you
refuse to reveal it. And now you think you
can hide from me? Dominic, close your
eyes and relax-I'm the reason you know
how to hide."
In my ceiling tiles, I hide candy.
The candy is in plastic orange tubes.
They come in blue, orange and yellow
tablets with heart shaped V's, K's, and
A's engraved on them. Others come in
dusty-white ovals with their brands
written across them. And then there
are the blank, deep blue circles. To get
through the day, some people have a
cup of coffee or tea. Sometimes they
eat comfort foods or checkout candies.
People read books, watch movies,
and work out. They write, they paint,
they listen to music. Existence through
existential expression-we all do it.
Me? I eat pills.

Fruit of A Fall
by Alexandra BetGeorge '11
Portfolio Staff
Blow over a bottle’s
open neck, lips suspended,
parted above its glass gape. It
yields that sound: Low & hollow.
That Voice spoke so Eve would know
not to reach for the branch— not to pluck
the pomegranate from the Tree of Good & Evil.
But she chose— so then the Garden's gates gouged
her ankle as she sprinted through to the outside. Yahweh
needed no eagle to pry Eve’s prodigal liver from her side:
Time sufficed, & bound her youth with age.

Portfolio Summer Reading Picks
Abraham Lincoln: Vampire Hunter

Apologize, Apologize!

by Seth Grahame-Smith

by Elizabeth Kelly

Abraham Lincoln, the 16th president of the United States, is the central
character in a new history about the man's life. Before he was "Honest
Abe," he composed a secret journal, recounting his struggle to uncover the
demonic vampire presence in America for personal and national reasons.
The journal has lost its secrecy and has been released for the public to
know to a bookstore near you. Honestly, Lincoln knew a thing or two about
how to slay a vampire.

Meet Collie Flanagan, a young boy coming of age on Martha's Vinyard
(and yes, he was named after his parent's favorite breed of dog). This novel
chronicles the world of the Flanagans, as Collie tries to make sense of his
very wealthy, very opiniated, and very crazy family. Although he may
undergo, great loss Collie must search for the courage to find his place in
the world; a search which will ultimately lead him to discover that there
truly is no place like home.

-Conor Leary '11

-Dara Plath '13

Northanger Abbey
by Jane Austen
There is no better time than the
summer months to dive into a
wonderful Austen classic. Forever
intertwining romance, etiquette,
and marriage, Northanger Abbey
follows the life of Catherine Morland,
daughter of a country parson, who
is invited to visit Bath with her
wealthier neighbors. What I have
found most exhilarating about
reading Jane Austen in the summer
is that I actually have the time to
appreciate her wonderful mastery
of the English language. Its level
of intricacy and complexity only
encourages me more to pick it up.

-Conor Leary '11

With summer rapidly approaching and the thoughts of no classes,
no essays, and no more professors looming on every student's
mind, bookstores and libraries are stocking their shelves with the
perfect reads for your beach trips, days by the pool, and hours upon
hours under the warm summer sun! Take a look at these special
picks the Porfolio Staff ensures will fill your summer months with
adventure, supsense, romance, comedy and drama while its writers
cannot, only for a brief time.

The Harry Potter Series
by J.K. Rowling
Harry Potter gets better every time I read it. If you have not read the
books in a while, I definitely suggest that you crack one or all seven
open this summer. And if you are one of those weirdos that has not
read Harry at all, well... I'm kind of jealous of you actually, because
sometimes I wish I had not read the books, just so I could have the
glorious experience of reading them for the first time again.

-Nicole Amaral'10

Gone with the Wind
by Margaret Mitchell
During the summer, the world
of the Civil War and the early
Reconstruction period is fully
elaborated on in Gone with the Wind.
The story follows the legendary name
of Scarlett O'Hara throughout her
conquest through literature, where
her experiences and actions have
become well-known throughout the
world. Gone with the Wind is full of
romance and needs not be elaborated
on, other than to say it is perfect sort
of book for hopeless romantics and
history geeks alike, even more so if
you happen to be both.
-Nicole Amaral '10
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Compiled by
Dan Nieto'11 &
Billy Nawrocki'12

DAN NIETO ‘11/ THE COWL

ABOVE:
Students enjoying the Sham-ROCK on Saturday April 24
on the Slavin Lawn.

KELLY PHILLIPS ‘11/THE COWL

ABOVE:
Performers at the Clam Jam on Friday, April 23 on
Slavin Lawn, sponsored by BOP.
DAN NIETO '11/THECOWL

ABOVE:
PC AED Premed Honor Society Pasta Dinner
in McPhails on April 27

Dr. Seuss' Dissent in the Government
by Bridget Reed '12

DAN NIETO ‘11/THE COWL

ABOVE:
PC's Mens Soccer team's annual alumni
game on Saturday April 24.

Dr. Woods by Derek Knox '11
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BILLY NAWROCKI '12/ THE COWL

Spring Trio Concert featuring State Radio, Common and Girl Talk in Schneider Arena on April 22
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Friars Scoreboard

Scores • Standings • Statistics Schedules • Standouts

Standouts

Christian Dzwilewski

Alicia Grosso

Lacrosse
Sophomore — Huntington, N.Y.
Dzwilewski recorded a career-high 15 saves against
No. 1/1 Syracuse last week, after scoring a goal —a rarity for
a goaltender—against Brown on April 20.

Softball
Sophomore — Baldwin, N.Y.
Grosso earned her eighth win last weekend by tossing
a complete game for the Friars against Rutgers.
The RHP gave up two hits and no earned runs.

Scores

Schedules

Thursday, 4/22

Thursday, 4/29

Women's Track at Penn Relays
Men's Track at Penn Relays

Individual Results
Individual Results

Softball at Rhode Island

3:30 p.m.

Saturday, 5/1

Friday, 4/23
Women's Track at Penn Relays
Men's Track at Penn Relays

Individual Results
Individual Results

Saturday, 4/24
Softball at Rutgers
Softball at Rutgers
Lacrosse at Syracuse
Women's Track at Penn Relays
Men's Track at Penn Relays

L, 3-0
W, 6-1
L, 14-5
Individual Results
Individual Results

Softball at Seton Hall
Softball at Seton Hall
Lacrosse vs Villanova
Men's Track at Big East Championships
Women's Track at Big East Championships

12:00 p.m.
2:30 p.m.
2:00 p.m.
All Day
All Day

Sunday, 5/2
Softball at Seton Hall
Men's Track at Big East Championships
Women's Track at Big East Championships

12:00 p.m.
All Day
All Day

Sunday, 4/25
L, 4-2
Individual Results
Individual Results

Softball at Rutgers
Men's Track at Brown Springtime Invite
Women's Track at Brown Springtime Invite

Standings
Men's Lacrosse Big East

Team
Syracuse
Villanova
Georgetown
Notre Dame
St. John's
Rutgers
Providence

Big East
L
W
0
4
1
3
1
3
3
2
3
2
3
1
4
0

Overall
W
L
11
1
9
4
7
5
7
5
5
7
5
7
0
12

Women's Softball Big East (Top 12)

Team
Notre Dame
DePaul
Louisville
Syracuse
Pittsburgh
Seton Hall
Providence
South Florida
Villanova
Georgetown
Connecticut
Rutgers

Big East
W
L
15
3
13
3
11
5
9
7
8
8
8
9
7
9
10
6
6
10
5
9
5
10
5
10

Overall
W
L
9
39
15
29
32
15
20
27
24
20
19
24
18
24
21
26
20
27
17
27
19
24
18
29
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Stop the Changes: NCAA
Tourney to Expand to 68
by Dan McNamara '13
Sports Staff

If you have any topics for debate, email PCI
-------------------------

cowlsports@gmail.com

-----------------------

Rounds 1-7 are over, but none of the draftees have played
one minute of professional football. Yet, the question remains:
Which NFL team had the best draft last week?

Hear that noise? That's Mel Kiper
descending into the film room to
hibernate for the next 11 months. The
NFL draft has come and gone, with
the hysteria surrounding it eclipsing
that of a Justin Bieber concert.
Pundits have shifted away from their
mock draft boards to their post-draft
team evaluations. As big of a joke as
mock drafts are, the grading system is
just as ludicrous. These draft grades
are complete speculation and there
is no evidence to prove otherwise,
seeing how these players have yet to
play a single down on Sunday. With
that said, let me chime in with my
"expert" opinion on which teams had
the best draft.
The NFC West is a futile division.
Usually one of the NFL's cellar-dwellers
resides there and the division's lone
formidable team lost its Hall of Fame
QB to retirement. In essence, the
division is definitely up for grabs. Well,
two teams took giant steps towards
claiming alpha dog crown with their
draft maneuvering.
The San Francisco 49ers' draft
strategy resembled that of the Jets a
couple years back. Armed with two
first round picks, the team neglected
drafting a QB, instead choosing to
go with offensive linemen with both
picks. Offensive tackle Anthony Davis
and OG Mike Iupati should slot in
immediately, providing protection
for incumbent QB Alex Smith. Davis
impressed scouts with his build and
had been labeled as having tremendous
upside while Iupati was the stud guard
of this class. With a revamped offensive
line, the 49ers can either pound the ball
with Frank Gore or give Alex Smith the
time he needs to find Michael Crabtree
or Vernon Davis. The other pick that
stood out was second round selection
Taylor Mays. Mays developed a
reputation as a hard-hitting safety at
USC, which makes him an ideal fit for
a Mike Singletary defense.
The Seattle Seahawks also had two
first round picks to play with, choosing
to address their needs at tackle and
safety. Offensive tackle Russell Okung,
regarded as the best tackle in the class,
is the likely replacement for future Hall
of Famer Walter Jones and safety Earl
Thomas, a versatile, instinctive, ball
hawk, will improve a pass defense that
ranked 30th last year. The passing game
improved with the selection of Golden
Tate, which should shift some defensive
focus off T.J. Houshmandzadeh.
What was more impressive were
the draft day trades made to bolster
the running game. Trading for the
elusive Leon Washington and bruiser
LenDale White gives Seattle a 1-2
punch to compliment aging QB Matt
Hasselbeck. Kudos to Pete Carroll for
his draft, but come on, man, leaving
Southern California for the Pacific
Northwest? It's still puzzling.
Well that concludes this PCI analysis
of the NFL draft. Tune in next week as
we compare our 2011 Mock draft to
that of Mel Kiper's and Todd McShay's.
Hey it's never too early, right?

- Chris Crawford '10

Possessing powerful legs, a strong
jaw, and long canine teeth, a Hon can
bring down and kill large prey with
ease. Consequently, the lion is one
of the most feared animals in the
safari. Unfortunately, Lions in Detroit
do not evoke such fear. Instead of
being the hunter, these Lions are the
hunted. But this is all going to change
in the aftermath of this year's draift.
Even though other teams such as the
Buccaneers and 49ers arguably had
deeper drafts, the Detroit Lions drafted
two of the draft's premier players in
Ndamukong Suh and Jahvid Best,
catapulting the Lions to the top of this
year's draft class. These two players
will help the Lions, currently one
of the NFL's worst teams, become a
contender in future years. The rest of
the NFL better watch out because the
Lions are finally lurking.
Ndamukong
Suh,
a
6'4,"
300-pound defensive tackle, will
undoubtedly become one of the
NFL's elite defensive linemen within
a few years, joining the likes of
Julius Peppers, Jared Allen, and
Vince Wilfork. Suh, who was the
top prospect according to many
scouts, is truly a gem, combining
versatility, good instincts, agility,
rare athleticism for his position,
and a strong work ethic. In his final
season as a Nebraska Cornhusker,
he compiled a resume that seems
surreal. His highlights include being
named the Associated Press College
Player of the Year, a Heisman Trophy
Finalist, a unanimous first-team AllAmerican, and the Big 12 Conference
Defensive Player of the Year, among
others. Like a lion, he is powerful and
aggressive, and he will soon be the
"mane" event in Detroit.
Another play ready to make
an impact in Detroit is Jahvid
Best. During his three seasons as
a California Golden Bear, Best
proved to be one of the nation's
most explosive and exciting running
backs. He made first-team all-Pac
10 during his first two seconds, and
was a second-team selection this past
year. He entered the 2009 season as
the nations leading returning rusher
and one of the nation s top candidates
to win the
Heisman Trophy
Unfortunately Best missed several
games in his final collegiate season
due to injury, which consequently
prevented him from receiving many
of the accolades he was favored to
receive at the beginning of the season.
Nonetheless, he had a very successful
career at Cal, breaking many records.
For example, Best is the only player
in Cal history with multiple 200-yard
rushing contests which is a tribute
to his explosiveness and stamina.
Despite his speed and ability to make
big plays, many scouts criticize Best
because he was fairly injury-prone
throughout his collegiate career.
Although defensive players in the
NFL are bigger, stronger, and faster,
many players who suffered injuries
during college have gone on to have
very successful professional careers.
Just as the lion is the king of the
jungle, the Lions were king of this
year's draft. Hopefully this will
translate to some more roars in Detroit.
- Nick Aiken '12

Commentary
My late grandfather would often tell me
how much he could not stand Connecticut
Basketball Coach Jim Calhoun. He would
tell me, "He is a bad man, Danny."
Whether this hostility came from his
love of the Notre Dame Fighting Irish or
personal reasons, I was not sure. Despite
the shots thrown at Coach Calhoun over
the years, one thing is for certain: He
knows his college basketball. He thought
that tournament runs by Cornell, Northern
Iowa, Xavier, and national runner-up
Butler were enough to close the case on an
expansion to 96 teams.
"I have a tough time seeing why we
have to change a concept that has been so
good," Calhoun told 77k Associated Press.
"This year, tire parity was incredible. If you
have something that has become magical
and what has
enhanced
it
is not more
games,
but
the
Butlers
and the parity.
Those things
are what have
done it. George
Mason.
It's
been proven
rime
and
again."
Calhoun,
along
with
Kansas'
Bill
Self,
and
Davidson's
Bob McKillop,
beHeve
that
President
Obama's
slogan,
"Change we
can believe,"
is not true for college basketball. Kansas
has been a national powerhouse for
years, and despite a shocking upset loss
to Northern Iowa in the second round,
they will be back for more to come.
Everyone who knows college basketball
knows Stephen Curry. They know how
he shocked the Hoyas and Badgers,
and nearly beat the eventual national
champion Kansas Jayhawks all by his
baby-faced lonesome. Davidson is not a
power six conference team like Kansas.
They do not have the pedigree of a Big
East team and do not receive the "mid
major" status (if there is one, anymore)
that Butler and Gonzaga have. It says
something about a team like Davidson
when that team has to take advantage
of every opportunity it has against RPI
top 50 teams because its conference
competition is so light.
The 2010 Duke Blue Devils showed
that you need a great "team" to win
it all, not just players. Duke's Coach
Krzyzewski took a middle road on the

issue of expansion. "With the addition
of three more teams to the field, the basic
structure of the tournament will not be
impacted significantly in the foreseeable
future," said Coach K. "As a coach, I am
very pleased with this result."
On April 22, the NCAA announced
that the tournament will not expand to 96
schools, at least for now. At first glance,
this seems great. CBS will not be out-bid
by ESPN to show coverage of the games.
It also implies that the NCAA has not
completely lost its mind to money. But
it has. For now, the NCAA will almost
certainly select 68 schools to compete
for the title in 2011. The Division I Men's
Basketball Committee unanimously
recommended to the NCAA board of
directors that the tournament expand
to 68 teams. This recommendation is
awaiting formal approval on April 29.
What everyone wants to know is
how will this 68 team system work out?
The most logical method would be for
the NCAA to create four more play
in
games
similar
to
the current
system
where two
non-BCS
No. 16 seeds
compete.
Here's
something
to
chew
on, NCAA:
Why
not
shut
the
mouth
of
Virginia
Tech
Coach Seth
Greenberg
and
give
his Hokies
a shot to
prove they
belong
by
having the
eight final at-large schools play four
play-in games in order to get the four
No. 12 seeds?
Since expanding to 65 teams nine
years ago, the NCAA has forced
the least of its low majors into the
opening-round game. Four teams
from the SWAC and the MEAC, three
from the Big South, two each from the
Northeast and the MAAC and one
each from the Southland, Summit and
Patriot leagues have appeared in the
play-in game. And according to ESPN,
com's Dana O'Neill, "Every single
one of [these teams] won a conference
tournament title and yet every single
one of them was shoved to the offBroadway version of the Big Dance."
Although these changes will apply
only to the men's tournament, another
NCAA committee is examining whether
to alter the format of the women's
tournament. But that discussion is for
another time and place. Until then,
please, NCAA, stop the changes!
GRAPHIC FROM NEWS.WBRU.COM

For up-to-the-minute news
on all of your favorite Friar
teams, visit the new

www.TheCowl.com
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Friar Senior Athletes Bid Farewell to Providence
by Alexis Smith '12
Sports Staff

Feature

Four years of practice. Four years of games. Four years of memories. Four years at Providence College. As the final
chapter in the story of the Class of 2010 draws to a close, 20 senior athletes reflect on their time on Smith Hill, their
greatest moments, and what they will take with them from Providence.
"[My] greatest moment [was my] senior meet when I scored over 200 for the first
(and last) time. Thanks for all of your support!
Ryann Dillon, Swim & Dive

"Beating UVM this year, which made us the Hockey East Regular Season Champs,
was definitely one of my greatest moments here at PC."
Arianna Rigano, Women's Hockey
"What I will miss the most are all the great people I have met here. I would like
to thank everyone, the Athletic Department, coaches, administrators, professors
and ... my fellow students for an outstanding and unforgettable four years."
Jackson Fallon, Lacrosse
" The thing I will miss most about my time at PC is my art friends and classes with
them and Heather McPherson."
Ray Hall, Men's Basketball

"What I will miss the most is spending time with my team and especially my
fellow seniors. The memories that we have created together will stay with me for
a lifetime. I love you all and thank you for everything."
Adrienne Marois, Field Hockey

"What I'll miss the most are my teammates and friends and the sweet sound
of Irish, New Zealand, English, Somalian, American, and Canadian accents
mangled together as we argue at Ray Cafe or curse while playing Wii."

"I'm going to remember beating Pittsburgh when they were number one [and]
our record against UConn the past four years."
Brian McKenzie, Men's Basketball
"My favorite memory would be just being a part of the PC Women's Soccer Team.
They have been my best friends for four years."
Katelin Blaine, Women's Soccer

"I am going to miss summers at Providence when no one is around but athletes.
Friday mornings at 8:00 a.m. doing a workout with Coach White."

Isaiah Davis, Men's Track

Ladder 133 Bar and Grill Providence's Newest Hot Spot!
Open 7 Days a Week
Check out our weekly entertainment schedule at Ladderl33.com
Call 272-RIBS (7427) For all graduation week dinner reservations
Contact Steve or Derek for group functions or catered events
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Clausen Picked in 2nd Round
by Chris Torello 'll
Sports Staff

Commentary
Jimmy Clausen's 2010 NFL draft
did not go according to plan. He was
supposed to be a first round draft pick.
He was supposed to be answering
questions from Erin Andrews about his
new team while donning their draft hat.
He was supposed to be letting go of his
days at Notre Dame.
It did not happen this way.
What did happen was Clausen saw
Sam Bradford and Tim Tebow be the
only two quarterbacks selected in the
first round. From his home in California,
Clausen stared at his cell phone screen
waiting to see a foreign number appear.
The only phone activity was a text of
congratulations to Tebow and words of
encouragement from fellow draftees.
I'm glad he had to wait.
Clausen will go down in the Notre
Dame record books as one of the best
statistically-rated quarterbacks to ever
throw a spiral in South Bend. He proved
he could play the game. But he could
never prove anything beyond that.
Clausen slid to the 16th pick in the
second round (48th overall) because
of his cocky demeanor and inability to
lead his team to greatness.
Clausen was born on the goal line
and thought he had orchestrated an
80-yard drive to win the game. He is a
spoiled brat with a golden arm.
His leadership skills never showed up
when it mattered most. This past season,
Clausen went over to shake hands with
Boston College football player Rich
Gunnell following a win over the Eagles.
Gunnell insisted that Clausen talk to
his team about having more respect for
opposing teams following games.

Instead of shaking Gunnell's hand
and acknowledging a player's thoughts,
Clausen shoved him in the chest and
walked away. Clausen continued the
negativity by turning towards Gunnell
and making profane comments. What a
great leader.
Clausen never warmed up to the
idea that he needed to show humility
in order to gain respect among his
teammates and the student body. He
would ignore free drinks to honor
a Fighting Irish victory at the local
student bar. Instead of embracing the
opportunity to have love and support,
he rejected the praise and pretended
that no one existed but himself.
So what did one Fighting Irish fan do
following a smug look from Clausen?
He sucker-punched Clausen square in
the face. Should it have happened? No.
But was it funny? Absolutely!
Watching the first round of the NFL
draft close with Clausen still on the
board was a joy to see. It proved that
the scouts and teams saw right through
his cocky smile that he tried to pass off
as humble. His rehearsed speech about
wanting to be a team player was just
that; rehearsed.
Jimmy Clausen may be a good
quarterback in the NFL. He has a great
arm and comes in with a professional
offense imprinted in his brain. He
may get to a Super Bowl one day. But
he will never get to call himself a first
round draft pick. He will never get to
see the guaranteed rookie contract. He
will never get to call himself the best
quarterback in his draft class.
Clausen is just another college
quarterback who had to wait just to get
a chance. Maybe now he will learn to
enjoy the game and appreciate the
world around him.
But I doubt it.
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Friars Put up Five Goals
Against No. 1/1 Orange
by John Sessions '12
Sports Staff

Lacrosse
The Lacrosse Team (0-12, 0-4 Big
East) seeks its first win of the season
this Saturday, May 1, at 2:00 p.m.,
against No. 9/9 Villanova at the Friar
Field Hockey & Lacrosse Complex.
The game will be preceded by the
Friars' annual Alumni Game beginning
at 11:00 a.m.
On Saturday, April 24, the Friars
dropped a 14-5 game to No. 1/1 Syracuse
University on before a crowd of 4,956
at the Carrier Dome in Syracuse, N.Y.
While PC hung tough for much of the
match, the Orange were just too much
to handle down the stretch.
Goaltender Christian Dzwilewski
'12 had a career day in the cage for
PC, making a personal-best 15 saves
while allowing 14 goals for a .517 save
percentage in 58:33 minutes of action.
"I thought the team gave an
outstanding effort throughout the whole
game, but specifically in the first half,"
said Dzwilewski. "We entered the third
quarter trailing 6-3, which was extremely
remarkable considering Syracuse is No. 1
in the nation."
Attackman Christopher Mahoney
'12 paced the Friar offense with two
goals, marking the second straight
game in which Mahoney recorded two
scores. Evan Helda '11 also played a
strong all-around game for PC, scoring
a goal, picking up five ground balls,
and winning 7-of-10 face-offs to lead
the Friar midfield.

second goal of the day to move the
Friars back within three at 5-2 with
8:27 to go in the half. With 5:01 minutes
remaining in the frame, Providence
struck again when defenseman Ryan
Reidl '10 raced down the field and
dropped a good pass off to midfielder
Colin Tigh '10 who finished with a
nifty goal to cut the Orange lead to 5-3.
The Orange recorded the final goal of
the half and led 6-3 at intermission
Syracuse opened the third quarter
with three goals and led 9-3 at the
10:58 mark of the frame. With 4:18
minutes to go in the period, the Friars
stopped the Orange run, as Helda
rifled a shot past Galloway off a good
feed from midfielder Daniel Textor
'13 for the score. Less than a minute
later, midfielder Jake Nolan '12 made
a strong drive to the 'Cuse goal and
launched a magnificent shot into the
top right corner of the net to move
the Friars back within four at 9-5. Tim
Barry '10 assisted on the goal for his
first-career point.
The Orange responded with a 2-0
run to close the period and led 11-5
after three quarters of play, outscoring
the Friars 3-0 in the final quarter to
secure the 14-5 victory.
On a more positive note, goaltender
Christian Dzwilewski '12 was named
to the Big East Men's Lacrosse Honor
Roll for the second consecutive week
on Monday, April 26. It marked the
third time in four weeks he has earned
the honor, as he also garnered Big East
recognition on April 5 and April 19.
"These past games have been
building up in effort, performance,
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GIRLS

Updos $25
Nails $18
Don't forget
Fills $15
socks, fittings &...
Pedicures $20
Haircut $9.95
Teeth Whitening
Hot Shaves $10
25% off
(separate barbershop area)
Waxing

Good Luck In The Future!
639 Admiral St. Providence R.l. 02908

Judy's Hair for you!
5 min. walk from PC.
401-383-1388

Jake Nolan ’10 had one goal in the Friars’ loss at the hands of No. 1/1 Syracuse last weekend. The
goal was one of five that Providence put up against the nation’s stingiest defense.

Providence performed well in the
face-off game for the second-straight
game, winning 14-of-23 face-offs (.609)
against a Syracuse unit that came into
the game ranked eighth in the nation
with a .576 face-off percentage.
"We played very hard, tough
lacrosse against a very good team,"
said Head Coach Chris Burdick. "We
were very aggressive when we had to
be which was nice to see against a high
caliber team such as Syracuse."
After a scoreless four-and-a-half
minutes to open the game, Syracuse's
Chris Daniello put the Orange on the
board with a score at the 10:43 mark
of the first quarter. The Orange then
recorded another two goals in the frame
and led 3-0 at the end of the first quarter.
At the 13:46 mark of the second quarter,
the Friars earned their first score of the
contest, as Mahoney wrapped around
the Orange net and beat keeper John
Galloway for the goal (3-1).
After two more scores by the Orange
built the SU lead to 5-1 at the 9:28 mark
of the second quarter, Mahoney beat
the Orange defense yet again with his

and outcome," Dzwilewski said. "I
think people are starting to notice.
Our job as a lacrosse team is to inspire
others, and even without a win, I
think our team is doing that on and
off the field, whether in practice or
in games. Every day we are fighting
to put pride back in the program.
There's no better time than now to get
a win on Alumni Weekend."
Indeed, the Friars return to action
on Saturday against the Wildcats in
a game that will be televised on Cox
Sports at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday,
May 5.
The Friars will then close out the
season with their last Big East contest
of the year on Sunday, May 9, at 1:00
p.m. against Rutgers at the Friar Field
Hockey and Lacrosse Complex.
"We really do have the ability to be a
very good lacrosse team," said Helda.
"While our record still doesn't show
it, we are extremely confident that we
can ride this wave of momentum into
the final two weeks in order to come
away with two Big East wins to close
the season."
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Providence Takes Penn Relays by Storm
McLaren Teams with Yeates, Matthews, and Channon for Eighth Place in the 4 x Mile
by Dan O'Brien '10
Sports Staff

Track
The Men's and Women's Track
Teams are ready; Head Coach Ray
Treacy knows it, the athletes themselves
know it, and their audiences during
the last two meets in California and
Philadelphia know it. Not in Coach
Treacy's 26 years at the Friar helm has
he brought a larger contingency to the
Big East Championship meet, a race
that will mark the Friars' third straight
weekend heading into action against
the nation's top competition.
The Penn Relays, the University of
Pennsylvania's annual track gala, was
the site of the most recent performances
by Coach Treacy's athletes. The Friars
certainly lived up to the hype of the
Relays, which are run on one of the
nation's most historic tracks and
received national coverage by ESPN.
It is not understatement, either, that
the Penn Relays showcase the best in
the world, with participants this year
including Olympic champion and
world record holder Usain Bolt. Led by
the men's 4 x mile team and the women's
4 x 1,500-meter squad, the Friars proved
that they are a force to be reckoned
with come this weekend's Big East
Championship meet and subsequent
NCAA regional and national races.
With two of the four men on the 4 x
mile distance team recently achieving
personal bests in the 1,500-meter at
the Mt. Sac relays, it comes as no
surprise that the tandem of Richard
Yeates '10G, Hayden McLaren '10,
Dominic Channon '12, and Julian
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Dominic Channon '12 ran a leg of the Friars’ 4 x mile relay team which took eighth place at the Penn
Relays over the weekend. The Providence team finished in a time of 16:24.24.

Matthews '12 was able to cross the
line in an astonishing time of 16:24.24,
nine seconds off the lead, national
powerhouse Oregon, and second of
the four Big East teams entered in the
race. This result was yet another step
in the right direction for the senior
standout McLaren, who has lost time
during his senior year due to an ankle

injury. McLaren, in only his second race
since the 2009 cross country season,
continues to impress Coach Treacy and
New Zealand officials alike, as they
are the gateway to his participation in
this summer's Commonwealth Games
for his native country. Also sustaining
a remarkable finish to his final year in
the Friar singlet is Richard Yeates '10G,

who has led the team with perfection
in the wake of the absences of Lee
Carey '12 and David McCarthy '12.
The
women's
distance
team
participated in the 4 x 1,500-meter
race, placing 10th overall behind a
Tennessee team which ran the fourth
fastest time ever on the University of
Pennsylvania track. Led by Charlotte
Ffrench O'Carroll's '10 4:28.8 split, the
quartet of O'Carroll, Shelby Greany
'13, Sam Roecker '13, and Emma Perron
'11 finished a minute off the lead and,
more importantly, gained the necessary
experience to compete in one of the
best races in the country. Greany, who
is coming off of her USA cross country
championship and the number four
steeplechase time in the country, is
looking to compete in her first Big East
Championship Outdoor meet. The
conference meet, along with the later
NCAA races, will put an end to what
has been the most productive freshman
season by a Friar athlete in any sport.
Cincinnati plays host to the Big
East Championship meet, which
will welcome the largest amount of
qualified Friars ever.

Poor Weather and Shaky Play Plague Providence
The Friars Begin a Nine-Game Road Trip with One Win, Two Losses, and Two Cancellations
by Chris Mammen '11
Sports Staff

Softball
The Softball Team traveled to Boston
University on Wednesday, April 28,
to play a doubleheader against the
Terriers. Neither game was played
because of poor weather conditions, and
due to lack of time, the games will not
be rescheduled.
Despite missing these two games,
the Friars still got in a few games of
softball this past week. The Friars began
a nine-game road trip when the Friars
traveled to Piscataway, N.J. where they
were hosted by Big East foe Rutgers
University for a three-game series, going
1-2. The Friars dropped to 18-24 overall
and 7-9 in Big East play while Rutgers
improved to 18-27 and 4-9.
"By now we are all really
comfortable with each other and we
know what to expect so it shouldn't
make a difference for us to head out
on the road," said pitcher Danielle
Bertolette '10. "We need to be able to
win going against tough teams even
if we're away and so far this season
we've done well with that."
"We are just trying to play our
best and win every day," said third
baseman Katelyn Revens '10. "We
need and want every game, and it's
exciting to get out there and play these
tough games."
On Sunday, April 25, the Friars
dropped the rubber match, 4-2. The

scored the only run it would need in
the first inning off Brittney Lindley's
sacrifice fly, but tacked on two more
runs in the sixth to finish off the Friars.
In game two, PC fared much better,
jumping out to a 2-0 lead in the second
inning when Christy Becker '10 scored
on an error and Teresa Bertels '10
drove in another run with a sacrifice
bunt. In the fifth inning, the Friars took
advantage of having the bases loaded.
Stratton hit a two run single which
put Michelle Huber '12 in position to
score on a wild pitch. Jen Abrams '12
then came through with an RBI single,
bringing the Friar lead to 6-0.
In the bottom of the fifth Rutgers
scored an unearned run, the last of the
game, bringing the score to 6-1. Grosso
got the win for the Friars, pitching a
complete game and allowing just the
one, unearned run.
"We are getting the performances
Justine Stratton ’11 went 1-4 with two RBIs in the Friars’ 6-1 victory over Rutgers on the back end of
a doubleheader last weekend.
we need right now as far as pitching
is concerned, but we are still making
Scarlet Knights jumped out to a 2-0 with two outs, but they were unable some small mistakes which may affect
lead in the first inning when Brittney to convert. Alicia Grosso '12 started the outcome of the game," said Head
Lindley singled in a run and then came the game for the Friars, pitched four Coach Kerri Jacklets. "This comes
around to score, stealing home plate. innings, struck out two, and allowed down to believing that, 'Yes, we can
PC evened the score (2-2) in the top two runs, and Corinne Claus '13 be in the top of the conference.' What
of the third when Justine Stratton '11 finished off the game by pitching two we know is what we know, and this
doubled in two runs, tallying 10 RBIs scoreless innings.
is about believing in what we can do
in the last week and earning a spot on
On Saturday, April 24, PC squared off every time we go out to play."
the Big East Weekly Honor Roll.
in a double-header against the Scarlet
With just seven games left in the
In the bottom of the third, Rutgers Knights, with each team claiming a regular season, the Friars will be back
took the lead for good when Mandy win. Rutgers took the first game of the in action on Thursday, April 29, when
Craig crushed a two-run shot, sealing day 3-0, as Nicole Lindley pitched a they travel to Kingston, R.I. for a single
the 4-2 victory. The Friars threatened complete game shutout, allowing just game against in-state rival University
in the fifth when they loaded the bases two hits and striking out nine. Rutgers of Rhode Island.

